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APOLOGIE. 


HE e of Hereſy none ought patiently t0 1mm torn 
indure, Gayd rw ory ; = 14. ot-withs mach, 
out cauſe:. For whereas in other accuſations, ey-' 
ther mans goods, or good name, or bodily life, 

at the moſt, is indaungered ; in this, the life of the 
ſoul (which fayth is )commeth in queſtion. ; 

- But well it is for the ſervants of Icfus Chrift ; 
that they have him- (their gratious Lord , and Saviour ) for their 
Iudg : by whoſe alone judgment (notwithſtanding all mens pre- 

judices) they ſhall ſtand-,' or fall for eyer, And , it any others any 
where , ſurely'l, and'they with me , have need-ro pet this divine 
comfort decplic printed in our hearts 3 whoſe vrofellin gines OCs 
calion to. many 5 as doth our condition liberty unto all , roſpate 

no ſevyeritic of cenfurenpon ns; "0 

Four ſorts of heavie ds we have found, and felt in ſorrow- 

full experience whereſoever we have become; The firſt whereof 
is the unhallowed- multitude , who living without God in the 
world ; and walking themſclys peryerſly , and in the wor kes of Tob.ze 
darknes , cannot but hate, as the light it ſelf, ſo all theſe, who 
hauc receaved grace of God, to walke therein with good conſci- 
ence. Andasthe Apoſtles in thcir dayes were everic where moſt 
vexed with the hatred of the unbeleeving Iewes , rheir own coun=- 
trymen ; {o axe we by the like of ours like mynded. Of whom 
Whilft the moſtdo want their countrie for caules ſo unlike unto: 

A 2 ours 
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outs, n6 matvaylthotgh therebe no better concurrance of cythier | 
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* M affection, or ation berweenus.... .,.* _ 0 la 2, IR 
- wh ' Thee; {econ is, oftlicry ,'who" aye enamoured; on that Romiſh : 


Bictarchit, as on 4ftacely,and/potentLadie.” * Againſt which, and 37 
forthe tioly presbyteriall government, as Chriſts inſtitution by his *# 
Apoſtles, whiſt we doc in word apd deed, give a free, & full rcſti- 
monie alalle,, with how many,and how great wayes of affliction 7 
are we overwhelmed by tgcir bated, * -\ ? Demetrius of 
\ Epheſus, with his Silyet5Qyiths,-was oF all archer men,to the Apo« oF 
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"7 ſtle Paul (oppoling himſelf rg the Mgjeſlie of Diana,and their pro» ## 
1 w fit wit The moſt in Lo Mandwbd wall matvayl, if we no- Þ bY] 
3 - : thing < un gag to? iearchicaltDiatirlin ber (elf, wagnifi- 
© 2 ; cent enuugh, & enough adyantageable unto hers) be abhominable 2 


++. 7.+ .. tothis.Kinde $0096 205 above all others, cvc Atheiſts ; Papiſts 
and moſt lagitions pertons.not excepted, whom they havc devout 22 


_ 


3 enough, and over, unto.that Goddefle.. - |; | = 
F þ .. A'third. kinde is of thoſe, who ſo ſervily inbondage themſclues, 7... 
b and their:con(ciences, cither tathe edicts of-Princes , or:to the de»: _ 
3 terminations of cettaine doors, 'or.to both theſe jointly ;. as that "8 ny 
F they think nothing well. done. in caſc of Religion , which cyther 3 un 
: |  eletcach not , or they commaune not: and on the other tide, 8 yy] 
} almoſt any thing warragtable, which is commended by the one of 2K, 
F y thing v , | y | 
" | b them, ot.commaunged Bythe other, , And as of theſe ſome are fo © ” 
3B © tranſported with waſpiſhzealc, as they.can ſcarcely withour a fir of WW lic 
LY | an 9gue, cyther ſpeak to, or think of him, who a litle ſteps our of FF ae 
their troad ; ſo others of them are ſo cunning , and wore fo well 2 
how to make their market, that though they be indeed almoſt like ® gy 
wmynded with us inall things,yer do they vehemently affect unchri- 2X ge 
ſtian cmnitie wirk vs ; Koch, 06 they themiclues judge us ſo de» *# loy 
ſerying 3 but others , whom therein they thipk ir a poynt of their # wo 
x; ',: wiſdom to, gratify. OO 1-402064 | þ KB Fl 22 fo 
| + Thefourth, and laſt forte are they, who thrqugh credulitie,and 8 thi 
lightnes of belcif hauc their cars open to the falſe, and feigned fug- * thi 
geſtions of flaunderous tongues, Theſe men whilſt they are over 2 by 
g90d, and caſic towards the evil, and injurious, unto whom they BF oa 
give credence z become injurious.them(ſclus to the good , and in- of 
nocent ; though in truth it be hard to ſay,umto which of chtce they } 
: 2 ; EP Es | OP doe 7 
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doethe'greateſt wrong? whether to/their betthren, of whom they: 
cauſcleſly conceaue amille, whilſt cither they.greedily: devour 5;0f 
Rx calily receave ſuch falſe repous,& pens; 4-417 TIN rongues: 
2 ſpit outagainſtthein :. oro thrir own. ouls;/ which they | 
* ERmake accetlvric to others mallice : -or to the/ calumniarors: them- 
*X&ſ:las, whom they put in heart-to go bouldly onin ing the. 
" Finnocent , whilſt they know , where to finde::reccaycrs for their 
Alaunders, as do'theenesfor their ſtoln;goods.'':; GY YEUT? 77 
-. Now, alaſſe, wharſufficicntbulwark-of defence haue-we {poore- 
*Epcople)ro0 poſe unto the yiolenceof ſo:many;, and mightie ad- 
=> ycrlarics 2: Firſt, and moſt (asa brazen wall ) wur- conſcience be-- 
' {force God, and men (fo farre .as humain frailtie will peemir) pure, 
' *Fand unſteyned. .,Next;thinexquanimitic joyncdwith wifdom( god 
" $4, and chriſtian Reader)-: (for whole cauſe we have pentied ; :and! 
ZF publiched this our juſt, and neceſlaric defence left being) circum. - -. + | 
XX ventcd by. prejudice, thou mayſt happen40! hate that- whereof thor, Uh 
"233 @rt ignorants : then Which nothingin Tertullians/ judgment, more. 7 provi 
ER mifh, 110 not thavgh the thing in it ſelf rſtly deſerne barred; By this G cmiics, 
23 vedo carneſtly craye,that (as thou: fafely:mayſt, fo) thou wilſt inge-' 
nuomſly paſſe ſentence upon us, and-our;profeſiion and not by the' 

# unſayouric reportes-eyther in word, or writing, 'of our advertaries: 
 whomſvueyer :- who. do maſt commonly take libertice'to ſuggeſt a-: 
+7 Jnot what in truthii& confcience they ſhould ;' 

, FT Out what cyther famereporteth, 'Or ignorance ſulpeerh , or mal- 
. $F lice inventeth, or proud cuntempt deems ſaiteing with ous mean-: 
 2X£ nes and limplicitic. 4. + | 
' X . Two opprobries (amongſt others infinite) haue beensof late by: 
x our adyerſarics/caſt upon vs 3+ by which we are not onely occafio-/ - 
=> crmp _ a forte neceſſitated to the publiſhing of this our Apo- 
2X logle : left by not refuting ſuch criminations ({o-great , and greivous):,..... © 
' 23 we ſhould ſeeme to $99.7 4 cryme » as Cyptian raked, —_ I. 
= former, by ſome of thoſe, who. in our ownecountrie, are reputed | 
228 the cheif Maſters and Patrons both of Religion & truth: by whom 
IX there hath been, nota flying bruir fpread - amongſt the multitude ; 
& but a ſolemn accuſation to them in ſpeciall authoritie., framed a- 


379 gainſt us: Firſt, that we (lewd Browniſts) do refulc, and rejettone 
3 ofthe Sacraments: ſecondly, that we hauc amongſt us no-ccclcli- 
BD | A 3 aſtical! 


bole bis, ae/t 11 Od ls 20s, io PET 


_. Fdl.22,9. 


—_—— 
aſticall miniſtrie, but doe giu&libertie to everie mechanical! perſon 
to-prcach publiquely inthe church, m_ that we arcin errout 
abour the yeric Trimtie. — and. »' that being become 
ſo odiousto the magiſtrates here , as that we are by violence to be © 
driven the countrie:, wearenow :conſtreyned to {eck: ſome other z  # 
and farr parte of rhe world to ſertle in. |: - 6 

The other contumelic isin a Duch Rhime without name , fra» 
med it may be, ( and as 'commonly it comes to-pafle-) between the RP 
cup and the wall, as ſaythithe proverb. This bulad-makes compa- & ** 
ring the receaved religion in the Durch churches-o a tree:ithe Secs | 
tarics in the countrie ( of which he nameth nor a few.) to certayn 
beaſts endeayouring this trees ruine., and overthrow, likens the "3 ; 
Browniſtsto a litle worme. , gnawing at the roortlicreof ; and: not 
laving lefſe:will, bur lefle power to burte, then the refidue. Wes 7 
are indeed wormes and not men, the reproach of men, and defÞiſed of the 
people, whom high and low, and all that will , may without dauns > 
gcr, tread, and trample under foot, «3; 077, -w» 

Bur to giue thee (atiſfaftion ( Chriſtian and indifferent Reader)” 
whoſoever thou art , that chuſeſt rather ro take knouwledp of mens 
innocencie, then to condemn the ſame unknown 3 and that tmay 2 
appear unto thee, how alike unhoneſt our - adverſaries are in their 
accuſations, though of unh:ke condition in themſclus, We do pro-" 7 
fclle before God and men, that ſuch is ont accord in the caſe of res 7M. 
ligion, with the Duch reformed churches, as that we are ready to War 
{ubſcribe to all, and everie article of faith in the fame church', as * 
they are layd down in the Harmonie of Confeſſions of fayth, publiſhed 7? 
in thcir name : one onely particle (andthe tame not of the greateſt 2 
weight) in the ſixth Article, tomching the Scriptures , being conveni”s 2 
ently interpreted, and conformably to ir (elf, 8 the generall judg-' 7 
ment of the learned —_— thans + +1) 07060 

The {cope of the Article is, ( as appears in the margent ) to di-' 
ſtinguiſh between the books Canonical, and .eApocriphall , as they are 
called. Touching which Apocryphall notwithitanding it isjudg- 
ed, and affirmed , that they may beread inthe Church. Which if it' 2 
be meant of rheir private reading by the members of the church, we 
willingly aſſent: if of publique, paſtorall., and ecclefiaſticall read- 
ing, wc arc-indeed otherwiſe mynded ;/neither/ admit we any other: 
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to that dignitie in thechurch:, then ſuch a8 were penned 
ay opener lr the Holy Ghoſt. 2 Pex. 1, 21. oy 


Y he be Apoſtle Lanes teſtified of the Iewes, that they had Moſt read in 


We Synagogue everie Sabbath day: ſo-wethink it ſufficient for the 
:hciſtian alſemblyes, that with Moſes-Chciſt, that is, the: books of 


Wc new teftamentbejo nt 


... Neither necd we (eek further; or for:other A rs £0 con= 


b tome our opinion,then the Article it ſelf affoarde us. The words 


acreof are theſe : 


hich they phal, to wit, 


| made fer ar & that ut ; lewfoll tos 


ſo far forth, as they agree Wi has mint ker pe fm 
Gy weof fot and Chriſt == tha 
ne 148 £ 
re to-infringe; or whakgns the others anthiritie. - 


end dc if the o Apocriphat bagksbepublliquely-cead in the 


4 hurch, as well as the Canonicall;the difference which in word is 


profeſſed, ſeems indeed by this ſo 
\Bince the ſelfe ſame coun (pb mjeotng) | is _ 
cd abourtthe one andother,. 

= Zend. And if publique reading of: Hoes NE park ug 


ly convening, and 


g thern,to be taken away: 


books:isa worſhip o__ (which the Bel- 


E-.* , Ch urches do not Feleiy).oncls o y muſt be.unlawfull apart be. 
VFxcad publiquely.in the Chucch:,.cpee for. 
*Z$Fhar onely end of worſhippin ai war's pn the pri- 
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REID them; as of other books, comes nqt underithe = 
cet of worthip properly; but of anadt and exentſe progincl 
ta workp Eel Lanjeen and Divine ſpeak, -/'.} .. | 


AA. 15,21; 


Secondly inthizvecie Auticle ,/the Canonical bookes _ - 


poſed to the Apocriphall, are called 
F | Feral = holy, as not, rc vor. arrous chis end 1+ oFR 


not commauhded-of Gad:in: the hoky: wtitcings of zhe Prophets, 
and Apoſtles. Now whathauc.the had aeiniiesto for ea, 


God, and cxciciling:the in the Game, with books potholy' 


together for tlic ſoleran worſhip as 


($3) 
© attoweloot injuyned of God sforhis \woibholy! on 


| wh 1: Y i 36}. ÞD* RU) FL ann vo bats 
v4 Thidly, ſeeing theſe books are Apecriphal, Se hiddengnd | 
py een vaticoname may purthem'i in-mirde of their duetia 2, 
chamſt lvs withiniche vaile of privacie. And ſurely ng 
- frat damodeſtie-is wincthemy which bughtto.conteyn ther we 538 
iwpfivarc'aſe;and 1 ,thus bouldly ro preficinty pub- 
ligoe aſfeniblie;/!- They muſt therefore cha age either their names} > 
mo Manners 2s —_ by hab {ex i Wc by O_ tame; | s: # 
2 Semlth ciſing 6;ALC in nedailiberueo _— oo 
Yo I FRI GI &\ « 4187 91 «hs 4, \ egh Vo CT 
Kong 5% »3Þads and\tondude our: of-our:countrie-mann M. oa 
— ___— thoſe: Apvcriphall books are foftuffed with:trifles,: fablcs,lyes = 
and ſuperſtitions of all fortgtharthe-migdle place berween thee 
_mdney Teſtament} a; ill þecomes them, as itwould do; a 
flaue, and lcaper;i\berw een twortke noblcit Princes:of all 
+ Batho*eram whence I digrefſed.' Seing thar (as app 
Fo re intention-of the Beloick Churches was, as 
ing their Confeſſion, # render'a reaſon of the hope , Which 
windy togpaky known the porſwaſion mn rhe-matter of 
Calne 149 Ne ng 


© moſt near conjunttion which Wy 


<nrra Cnapeinananid with thing in cherhaw - 
t6;-cherithe-grearaſt part of tlio{e, whoſe cons | 3 

thexerw of all men , as tho cognillaneey F p 

oP wr regr Ang wwithvwhat cons | =” Dor 
Shheaconcks liccntioutucs of a Rhymer.y cout |. d | 
Pia tacinothack Qulaneviogs the rulneof | Ws”; 


, b> 
hucckesd4 tk bon own cl! 7 , 


RE thatxwhich may be, is: fulpeted ro beby ſomey - 
pombe boy oped rey ons WW 
mip apa thats whaptnavordove profctle,wedenye indicted 5/ and what ghar 
.- Vewould cemrto build witt:oir tongues, we do 5-25 it were; with | en 
* > pp Bbc, dinners webetcundy : 
ad | 


(9) 
d be ſuch) I doe freely confelle , that no cenſure upon us can be 
do ſeyere , nu hatred moregreivous thenwedodelery, ' fo 
Now the guilr of this cviſlmas cleay unto our fingers,'if atall, 
ze of theſe rwo waics, cither in tegard of our ſelvs, or of the re» 
rmed Churches. For our (clys, and our courſe of life, ( for ne- 
flicic compellerh, as it were fooliſhly to bable out that; wherein 
odeſtic perſwadeth falence) and how we converſe with God, and 
hen, whether publiquely in the Church; or privately in the fami- 
> we refuſe not, by the grace of God beſtowed upon frayl crea- 
res, labouring of the ſame humain infirmitics with other mcn, ' 
ſearc h and cenſure of our moſt bitter! adyerſaries , if not defti- 

of all, both honeſtic, and wiſdom. 4 197174» 2 
Touching the reformed Churches, what moreſhall I ſay? We 
gr them the true Churches of leſus Chriſt,and both profeſle, 
Dmmunion with them in the holy things of God, what 
gir {crrons ſuch of ours frequent, as underſtand the 
he ſacraments we do adminiſter unto their known 
xcalion any of them be preſent with us ; their di- 
evils we do {criouſly bewayl , and do delire 

ir holy, and firm peace. 

wil be objected, that ,we arc not like-mynded 
cthings;nordo approve of ſundty practiſes in uſe a- 
Fit nut by publique inſtitution ( which it ſeems they 
almoſt univerſall conſent , and unifurm cuſtome. © 1 
_ » neither doubt 1, but that there are many godly, and prue 
\MWnc mcn in the lame churches , who alſo diſlike inicfte& the things 
Mich we doc : and amongſt other things; this malepact , and un- 
—Wgidled bouldnes of unskilfull men,who make it a very May-game 
& palle moſt raſh cenſure upon the fayth, and fo by conſequence , 
pon the crernall falyation of their brethren , and to impeach their 
Wcdir, whom they neither do,nor perhaps willingly would know: 
t that which they luſt ro condemn unknown , they ſhould be 


y A) © 2 Se NO ed OA 
waz Fe Bn OOIWN >; IP 5 
>. . 
Pp 


9 


o .: 65 x) 
pe, 
"7s, 


+? — = 
x SY - HS 
\ F' - m : 
w { 


GEES CT 05G 2 . 


e 


*K 


WT 7 


oy mT, a. 

\ Ny ne To 
= & th 
%Y 
Fer, 


REEL TIS 


+4. 
wy 
vp 


Ls 


.” 


—— 


"@nftceyncd to allow, if they once knew it : and withall to difallow 

Mac, into which they themſelys hauc been led formerly by common 

—Erour of the times. Which maladie is alſo ſo frequent , and ordi- 

ic , as that it may truely be ſaid of many, that they then think 

emſclus moſt acceptable unto God, when they can make their 
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brethren 
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"> 1119121 Well expretfhng their rure, arc inhibucdail lbere of ſpeaking in 
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” and ſuperſtitions of all fortszthat the midle place between the ould 


__ to the inp their Confeſſion, to render a reaſon of rhe hope , Which is in them; 
arm 


Cm. 7 % fi pudihing 


; LY E:- 
depot hallowed, ot injuyned of God ; for his moſtholy ſerd -* 
wa 1:1 .39%5-- 530 er Vs 2 1h oe) ThiY TON; 

+ Thirdly, ſeeing theſe books are Apocriphall, that is, hidden,and 
concalrd, their variename may put-them in mirde of their ductie 
iwveonceling thomſeivs withinithe vaile of privacie.. And fuxely ng 
ſmal}-inmodeie- it z9in-themy which ought; to.conteyn theraſclug 
iwptivare'uſe;and incerteynment;, thus bouldly to prefic into pub- 
lique aſſemblie; '- They muſt therefore change either their names, 


or their manners 3 as women by their ſex , {o they by their name | 5 


- Fad; and conclude out: of our counttle-main | M. Broughton| 
{That thoſe Apucriphall books are fo ſtuffed with trifles, fablcs,lyes 


and ney Teſtament; as ill becomes them, as itwould do a'Turkiſh 
ll&e, and lcaper,'berween twothe'nublcſt Princes of all Europe--! 
- Butto*rerurn whence I digrefſed.' Seing that (as appears in'the 
preface) the intention.of the Belgick Churches was, as in divulgs 


and plainly toanakg known theix perſwaſion im the matter of fayth; lots & 
| Hurmony of Confeſſions j to gine all men to midets ; 
"ſtand, avid taks knowledg of thats moſt near conjuntt:on which they ham 
With the ſacred, and truely Catholique charch of God,and all the holy amd 
fund monebers thereof + 'by what cight, or rather injuric could we be 
exeladed fromthefetowfhip of the ſame churches , who:do fave , * 
betteraccorde's and have greater congruitic with them in thermats * gh 
ter of faythi& religion, then the. greateſt part of thoſe, whole cons 
fellions they do' publiſhto che yerw of all men , as the cogniflance, 
and badges of their Chriftiatyconfociation'? And withwhat cons: . 
ſcience of a Chriſtiany br-mthet licentioutucs of a Rhymer » could 
thar adverfatie traduceus totheworld,as ondeayoting the ruinc of 
_- But perhaps; thatwhich may be, is. ſuſpeted ro be by ſome, - 'th 
(which-alſv tlie falf accuſer doth infimuate-ia his libell againſt 13) |, gy 
and that, wharinwordwe profile, wedenye indecd 5- and what | mari 
we would fcemto build with-our tongues, We do 525 it Were, withy + 
our hands pull down, - If fo it be, andthat-in deed we be found Þ 
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"2&0 be ſuch, I doe freely confeile , that no cenſure upon us can be 
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400 ſeycre , nu hatred more pos then we dodelcry. 
2; Now the guilt of this evill muſt cleay unto our fingers, if atall, 
one of theſe two waics, cither in regard of our ſelvs, or of the re- 
formed Churches. For our (clvs, and our coutle of life, ( for ne- 
igeſficic compellerh, as it were fooliſhly to bable out thar, wherein 
modcſtic perſwadeth falence) and how we converſe with God, and 
men, whether publiquely in the Church, or privately in the fami- 
Jy, we rcfule nor, by the grace of God beſtowed upon frayl crea- 


* Epres, labouring of the ſame humain infirmitics with other men, 


tc ſearch and cenſure of our moſt bitter adyerfaries , if nut defti- 
Tce of all, both honeſtic, and wiſdom. | 

2Z Touching the reformed Churches, what moreſhall I ſay> We 
account them the true Churches of Icſus Chriſt, and both profeſle, 
& practiſe communion with them in the holy things of God, what 
ig us lyeth ; their ſerwons ſuch of ours frequent, as underſtand the 
Durch congue ; the ſacraments we do adminiſter unto their known 
members, if by occaſion any of them be preſent with us ;- their di- 
fractions, and other evils we do ſeriouſly bewayl , and do dclite 
from the Lord their holy, and firm peace. 


7 Bur happily, it wil be objected, thar we are: not like-mynded 


with them in all things,nor do approve of ſundry practiſes in ulc a- 
mongſt them , if nut by publique inſtitution ( which it ſeems they 
want) yct by almoſt univerſall conſent , and unifurm cuſtome. I 


=—_— it ; ncither doubt I, but that there are many godly, and pru» 


r men inthe fame churches , who alſo diſlike inicttect the things = 
Which we doc : and amongſt other things, this malepart , and un- 
-Dxidled bouldnes'of unskilfull men, who make it a very May-game 


' £0 palle moſt raſh cenſure upon the fayth , and fo by conſequence , 


Etcdir, whom they neither do,nor perhaps willingly would know: 
char which they luſt ro conderan unknown , they ſhould be 
gonftreyncd to allow, if they once knew it ; and withall to diſallow 


oo the ctcrnall ſalyation of their brethren , and to impeach their 


- that, into which they themſelys haue been led formerly by common 
- Errour of the times. Which maladic is alſo fo frequent , and ordi- 


rie , as that it may truely be ſaid of many , that they then think 
emſclus moſt acceptable unto God, when they can wake their 
B brethren | 


0 
Ts 


(10), "SF 


brethren ( differing from tham in, ſome ſmaller matters ) moſt 664 

ous unto men. |-,'T.his rageing plague except; the Lord Godin me. | 
cie allwage, and bend the-wintdes of godly, and modeſtmen, (the + 
Miniſters of his word) to putto.their helping hand that wayyit will 
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CHAP. 1. 


| | Of the largenes of Churches, 


A ND firſt, it js evident;, that the moſt, eſpecially cittie-chur #1 


$Þ 


| c 
} ches, are ſo greatand populous , as that two or three diven 7 
's temples arc nor ſutficieut for one , and the ſame Church to meet hf 
4{%  atonce. . Weonthecontrarie, {o judg, that no particular chai Pu 
I [! under the New Tecſtament,ought to conſiſt of more members, thei 
; | | can meet together in one place 3 becauſe, | Pp 
Ti} | 1. The Holy Scriptures ſpeaking definitely of the poliricall,ot 
Hi miniſteriall, commonly called, viſible church, inſtituted by Chrif, **#1 
F | ] and his Apoſtles, by his power , underſtand none other then one E.. LC 
\ li | __ Congregation cunyening, and comming together, ordinaric at lea, $9 
oY: in one place. Math. 18, 17, 20. gathered together in my name : with IJ rl 
b3; : Corinth. 5, 4. When you are come together. - Act, 2, 44. eAl © 
1 . Tthatbeleeved Were together : and chap. x, 12. They Were all with ow 90 
| | accord in Salomons porch. Allo chap. 6,2,5, and chap.13,1,2. wih WFP* 
. I4,27, FX 
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dd 24,27. and 14;23; with Tit.1,5. ARt.1y, 4, 22, 25. and 21, 22+ 
$0 1 Corinth. 11, 20. When yee therefore come together in one,to wit 
the © place, not minde,as ſome conccipt,for from that the Corinthians 
Were to far: andlaſtly chap. 14, 23. If the Whole church come toge= 
vub Mn... 

' Wer into ſome place. | 
on 2F-2. There isthen had the moſt full , and perfit. communion © 
an, "the body inthe holy things of God, which is the next and immedi- 

"k "Me end of the viſible Church , whenatl the members thereof do Ag. 2,42, 
V2 >@>nvenc, and aſſemble together in ſome one place. And if nature, Heb.10,25, 
has. '@ Philoſophers teach, ever intend that which is moſt perfir , much 
the Wore grace. Now that the church ( commonly called viſible ) is 
ful — en moſt cruely viſible indeed, when it is aflembled in one place 3 
ant Wd the communion thereof then moſt full, and intice, when all irs 
as . "Members inſpired,as it were, with the fame preſence of the holy 
1G >:Shoſt , do from the ſame Paſtor, 1eceay the ſame provocations of 

pace > at the ſame time , and in the ſame place: when they all by 

* Me ſame voice, (banding 4s 4t Were together )do with one accord pour 7erul. Apol. 

Que their prayers unto God : when they all participate of one,and the cb.37, _ 

> ame holy bread; and laſtly, when they all rogether conſentunani- 
——Woulſly, cither inthe choice of the ſame officer,or cenſuring of the 

"2c offender,nv man admirting a due thought of things,can make 

Doubt of. 

+ 3- Wehavethe Apoſtle Paul giving itin charge to the Elders of 
ur Z@vcric particular Church (as was that of Epheſus) char they rake heed Pe 
ren unto al the flock , whereof the holy ghoſt made thems Biſhops,or overlcers, |, "0 
tin © #0 feed the church of God , which he hath purchaſed with his own blood. 
fc p.\ Jur ſurcly,as that Aockis verie inordinare,if not monſtrous, which 
hen "For the largenes thereof , neither ever doth , nor pollibly can feed 

Together; 1o that ſheepheard of the Lords flock ſcemeth nor aright, 
,ot and as he ought, to Fall his charge , which doth notar the lcaft, 
if, *ZEveric Lords day, miniſter unto the. ſame , the wholeſom food of 
2x Gods word. Ad hereunto,'that in theſe huge and vaſt flocks, the 
af, _governers cannot take knowledg of the manners of the people 
ith Private, or publick ; no nor fo much, as of their preſence at,ur ab- 
Al -Aence from the church aflewblies : whereby what domage cometh 
on; unto rrue pietic, any man may calily conjecture , and milerable ex- 
1th *Fpericnce makes too roo manifeſt in the reformed Churches. I con- 
7, B 2 clude 
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elude therefore , ſince (as Iunius ſayth ) it concerneth the Paſtom 


throwghly to know the church committed unto bim,the perſons,their Works 
and courſes, without the knowledg of which things , he ſhall profit them 
wore then a tincking cymball, &c. that it were a point © _ pro» 
viſion buth for the conſcience of the officers , and cdification of 


the people, that a diviſion were made of thecittie-churches, which 
by continuall acceiſion of members, are thus grown out of kinde, 


into different, and diſtin& congregations, under their certain , and 
diſtin& Paſtours, and Elders. 


If any obje&, that there is one viſible,and catholick Church, - iq 


comprehending as the parts thereof , all the particular Churches, 


and leycrall congregations of divers places; as there is one Ocean, Y 
or Sea, diyecſly called, according to the divers regions by whole = 
ſhores ic pallerh ; and that therctore this matter is not worth la © 


bour ſpending aboutit, I anſwer, Firſt,that the Catholick church 
neither is, nor can be called vifible : fince onely things ſingular are 
viſible,and diſcerned by ſence: whereas univerſals,or things catho- 


fin Twr.in lick, are either onely in the underſtanding, as ſome are of minde, 
c 


ut. WT: or as others think bercer, are made ſuch, to wit univerſals, by the un © 
on 


x. 


Scal 


* derſtanding, abſtraiting from them all circwmſtanſtiall accidents , conſs © 
dering tharthe kindes unelligible have their exiſtence in natare,thatiszin | 


ſubt . xe, the Individuals. 


B3OT7« 


2. The Catholick church , with due reverence unto learned 
ned men beir ſpoken, is yerie unſKilfully ſaid to be one, as the fea / 


is one. For, 1ſt, it is cxpreſledly ſaid Gen. 1, 9g, 10. that the we 


ters Which were under. the heanens, were gathered into one place, or con © 
Ceptacle, which God called Sea, or ſeas. Bur the Catholick church, * 


which is ſaid to comprehend al particular cungregations in her bo- 
ſom, is nor gathered together intv one place, nor cver ſhall be, be- 


fore the glorious coming of Chriſt. 2. The Occan is a body ſo 


continued, as that all, and cyeric part thereof is continually fluent, 
fo as the ſelf ſame waters, which in their flux do make one ſea , do 
in their reflux by contraric windes,make another,and ſo contraric- 


wiſc, But thus to afticm of particular churches, and their materiall 


conſtitutive cauſc, were moſt ablurd. 3. If ſome one particular 14 
{ca were drawn dric, or ſhould fail his courſe , a diſturbance of all 
the reſt would necellarily follow 3 But and if the ſea ſhpuld indis 
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Paſlum Fers places at once happen to be exhauſted , or drawn drie , there 
7 Workz would then be a fayling of the Ocean : neither were the waters 
hemm ow gathered into one places neither made they one ſea, and bo- 
d pro» * &y of water, cither continued, or conjoyned. Butnow , on the 
ion of - Mher {ide, upon the defection, or dillipation of this or that parti- 
which lar church , no ſuch impediment ſhould come in the way , but 
kinde, hat the reſt might hould theic full courſe, as before. Yea, I adde 
1, and *Moceover, if all,and everic particular aſſembly in the world ſhould 
_Igrguiſh, and fall away, (once onely excepted) that (onely)one did 
urch, Will remain the true, & entire Church of Chriſt, wichour any either 
ches, - ſpburdination, or coordination, or dependencie fpirituall, fave un- 
"&p Chiiſtalone. The reaſon is plain, becauſe this ſingular, and 
"Þlec alſembly may under Chrift the head, uſe, and enjoy cycric one 
Of his inſtirutions: the communion of Saints combyned together 
- Im ſolemn, and facred coyenant , the word of God , Sacraments , 
— Ccnlures, and miniſtrations whatſoever by Chriſt appointed , and 
S&Þcrewith the ſame Chriſts moſt grativus preſence. — 
3 And upon thisground it is, the Apoſtle Paul doth intitle 
- Me particular r_—_ which wasat Corinth,and which pro- : 
—crly, and immediately he did inſtruct, and admoniſh , to the body , =_- as 
of Chri#t, the temple of God , and one virgin efÞouſed to one honſband 2.ca,6,10 
*Ebriſt. We may not therefore under pretence of antiquitie , unitie, & 11,2. 
— Humain prudence, or any colour whatſoever , remove the auncient 
: ds of the viſible and minifteriall church , which our right fa- 
= #ers, to wit, the Apoſtles, have (et ; in compar ſon of Whom, the moſt 5EWhe ; 
"2 grcient of thoſe, which are {o called , arc but infants, and beardleſſe , —_ - 
= $ onerruely, and wittily ſayth. | | 
22 There is indeed one chwrch,and as the Apoſtle ſpeaketh, one bedie, wu Ll 
BS one #pirit, one hope of owr calling, one fayth , one baptiſm ;, that is, of Ep1.4, 4:5 
.—pne kinde, and nature ; not one in number, as one Occan, Neither 
as the church at Romein the Apoſtles dayes , more one with the 
hurch of Corinth, then was the baprilm of Peter one with Pauls 
-Papriſm, or then Peter, and Paul were one. Neither was Percr or 
; Paul more one, whole, intice, and pecfit man ( conſiſting of their 
alas | Parts clſcuriall, and integrall) without relation unto other men z 
- 1. Then is a particular congregation ( tightly inſtituted' ,/ and 
4: Fordered ) a whole, intice, aud perfic Church immediately . 
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I4 
and independently , in reſpe&t of other . Churches, under 
hriſt. 

a To conclude, fince the Paſtor is not a miniſter of ſome part of a 
Church, bur of the whole parricular Church, Act. 20, 28. At- 
tend tothe Whole Flock , or Ehucch, Whereof the holy Ghoſt hath made 
you. Biſhops &c.. if the miniſters office beto be conhn<d within the 
circle of a particular congreyation,thenallo the miniſterial] church 
it (clf. Now the Paſtors ce is cither circumſcribed within theſe 
bounds, or cls the Angell of the Church of Epheſus was allo the eAn- 
gell of the Church of Swarna ; and ſo the Paſtour of this Church is al- 


lo the Paſtour of that 3 and by conſequence, of all ; that is, everie - 


Paſtour is an univerſall Bil-vp, or Pope by office, if nor. for exe- 
quurion, yet for power; according to which power, weare to judg 
of the office, | 

What then 2 will ſome man ſay. Is it not lawfull for a Paſtour 
ro excquute his paſtorall office but in the congregation over which 
he is ſer ? I anſwer with the Apoſtle No man taketh this hotionr unto 


himſelf, but he that. is called of God , as Aaron, Hebr. 5, 3,4. It is 
not lawfull for thee(reverend brother)to do the work of a Paſtout. 


where thou art no Paſtour , leſt thou arrogate to thy (clf that ho- 
nour, which apperteyns nor unto thee. Thou arr called , tharis 


, elected, and ordeyncd a Paſtour of ſomeparticular Church , and 


not of all churches. Ir is not onely lawfull, bur requiſite, that the 
Paſtour of one Church-( or raither he that is the Paſtour ) and ſo 


... -, any other member , imparte the gift either ſpiritual , oc bodily, 
.; Which he hath receaved;'to other churches , out of the common 
bond of charitic , in which heis obliged : not ſo, ro excquute a 


_ office oycr them by the prerogative of authoritie , which 
hath norburt onely oyer his owne. We will illuſtrate this by a ſi- 
milicude. Any'citizen of Leyden may enjoy certain priyeledges in 
the cittic of Delph, by yertue of the politick combination of the 
unired provinces, and cities, under the ſupream'heads thereof the 
States generall ; which he is bound alſo ro help and aſi with all 
his power if necefiitic require; but that the ordinarie magiſtrate of 
Leyden ſhould preſume to exequute his publique office in the citrie 
of Delph, were an infolcnt, and/unheard of uſurpation? The ves 
ric lame, and not otherwiſe, is to'be {aid of Paſtors, and particulat 

NE oo Churches 
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Churches, in reſpect of that ſpirituall combination mutuall under 
their cheif, and Ge Lord Icſus Chriſt. 


_ 


CHAP. I1./ | 
Of the adminitration of Baptiſm... 


T H E Dutch Reformed Churches ( asis evident by their pra- 
&iſe compared with their profeſſion) are neither to true unto See Hamm.of 
thcir own grounds, as they ought, ncither do they {o well provide Confef. Belg, 
for the dignitic of the thing ,. whilſt they adminiſter the Sacrament 4 he m_ 
of Bapriſm to the infants of ſuch, as arc not within the Coycnant, ,,, yr , 
nor have either parent a member of any Church, becauſe 

1. Baptiſm now (as circumciſion of ould ) is the ſeal of rhe 
covenant of God with the faythfull,and their (ſecd , 1 will be chy Coleſ. 2,22, 
G4, and the God of thy ſeed. Genel. 17, 9. and the ſeal of the nigh pa 
teouſnes of fayth. Rom, 4, 11, and is one,as there #5 one fayih,and one 
baptiſm, Ephel. 4, 4» S- and therefore ought nor to be admini- 
ſtred to others, then thoſe within rhe compalle of the ſame coye- 
nant 2 nor but upon fayth coming between , cither of the partie rq, 
be baptized, or of one parent at the leaſt, If any ſhall anſwer 
that this gratious promiſe of God is not to be reſtreined ro the next 
immediate children, but is extended euen to thoſe , who follow a 
fair off, I grant .it, except infidelitic,or other fin come between; by 
which the parents with themſclys break off their ſecd externally & 
actually from the comunion of the church, & holy things thereof. 
And if we be notrto inliſt in the next, and immediate parent, why un 
the grand-father, or great-grand-farher, and fo for the reſt , nll 
weclimbe up, as high, as to Noah bimſelf 2 Whereupon it ſhould 
follow , that not the Infants of Iewes , nor of Turks, no nor of 
Gentiles neither, ſhould have baptiſm denyed them. Surely the 
grace of Chriſt muſt necds be univerſall , and wherein all have in- | 
cercſt, if the ſeal thereof apperteyn unto all, Neither ſhould the 
Church (amongſt whoſe ſacred furniture Baptiſm is ) by this rule 


bc any moxe the houſe of God , peculiar ro his children and (er- 
vantsz 
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vants; but more like 3 common In , whoſe doore ſtands wide 


open to all thar paſſe by the high way. | 
2. The Apoltle 1 Corinth. 7, 14. uporthis ground , that the 
one parent is a belcever, avoweth the childe holy : which otherwiſe 
he pronounceth impure , in reſpect of the Covenant , and holyncs 
thereof (leaving unto God his ſecret judgments). Now. what have 
the impure , and unhallowed to do with the holy things of God 2 
And what hath the Paſtour , and ſheepheard in holy things ro do 
with them , who arc no portion of the Lords flock ? What have 
I ro doe ((ayth the Apoſtle ) ro judg them that. are without * Do not ye 
x Cn.5,H2. 1,17 them that. are Within? So (reverend brethren ) what have you 
to do,to baptize them that are without 2 do you not baptize them 
that are within, and them alone? In the number of whom yer you 
reckon not tholc infants (though baptized by you) nor belonging 
to your charge. Whencealfo (God knowerh) it cometh to pale, 
for the moſt part, that they who are thus by you baptized into the 


©. - -- nameof the Lord,are by their godlelle parents education made the' 


{crvants of Sathan. . | | 
3- The Baptiſm of Infants, in ail ſoundnes of judgment , ſer- 


veth , and that immediately for the comforr of their godly parents;' - 


whole hcarts it flleth with no ſmall joy , whilſt they behould the 
gratious promiſe of God made to them and their ſeed, ratificd and 
confirmed by this ſeal : even as of ould the circumciſion of Ifaak 
was granted, and injoyncd by God unto Abraham his , and our fa- 
ther , firſt and immcdiately , for the confirmation of his fayth. 
Whencel conclude,thar the ſeal of the righteouſnes of faith(which 
baptiſm is ) doth no more belong to the ſeed of godlcile parents, 
then doth the comfort flowing from the righteouſnes of tayth un- 
to the parents themlſelys. Whom as ir would effeftually move to 
more {erious, and (ad thoughts of their own eftate with God, if 
they beheld their infants ( D dear unto them ) excluded thorough 
their default from the comfortable ſeal of Gods Covenant ; ſo can 
they not bur, by the undue adminiſtration of the ſame, take occaſi- 
on of hardcning themſclys in their accuſtomed perverſnes. I con- 
ne ; of +. Clude then with Tertullian ſpeaking ( as Iunius interprets him ) of 
1 amor, hc Children of ſuch, as were ftrangers from the covenant of God, 
in jdem cap, Let them come, When they are grown to year 3 tet them When they boy 
| x learns 
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karned, and are taxzht Wherefore they comer; let thin then be made 


Chriſtians , When. they can know Chriſt. 
\ CHAP. 111. 
Of written Leytargies. 


V E cannot bur miſlike that cuſtome in uſe, by which the 

Paſtour is wont to repeat and read out of a prayer-book 

—_ formcs, for his and the Chaorkes prayers,and thar for thelc 
TCALONS z 

I, Becauſe this externall mean and manner of worſhiping God 

m prayer isno where founl in the written word, ( by the } aorons. 

whereof alone he is to be worſhipped) whatſoever cither the Iewes 


fable of the Leyrurgic of Ezra; or the Papiſts'of S. Peters , or S. Colg, 2,23. 


Iames Leyturgies. Yea, contrariwiſe, I add for overpluſle , that ir 


did not ſeem good to the Apoſtles,the laſt penmen of the H.ghoſt, | 


that any (uch preſcript form for fuch end ſhould come in uſc,in the 
churches. . And this icemerh unto'me verieclear , from the former 
Epiſtle of Paul ro Timothy, chap. z, 1, 2. The kings of the carth 
in thoſedayes, and ſuchas were in authoritic under them, beingzas 
it were,{o many ſworn enemies of the name of Chriſt,this conceipt 
might ealily (and it ſcems did ) creepe into the mindes of divers 
Chriſtians , rhat theſe kindes of men were raither to be prayed-a- 
gainſt, then for , by the ſervants of Chriſt. And now , what was 
the medicine preſcribed by the Apoſtle for this maladic in that Epi- 


tle wricten to Timothy for that veric end , that he might know how ,5;1,, ;.15, 


to converſe un the —_ of God? Did he now cither {cnd Timothy 
to any. Leyturgie formerly ter forth for his own and vurhers direc- 
tion 2: Oc did he himfelf trame any for the'purpolſe , whoſe beaten 
troad the Churches following afrerwards ihould not erce?  No- 
th ng Icfle : aithough a more hit, and full occaſion for that bufines 
ſcarce be offered : which w:thout doubt , Paul. would: ro more 
bave ice flip ,/ then did the other Apoſties, ther which was more 


lh, f rr the mntroductics of Diacons,if it had{eemid good to the AG. 6, 


Ln 


C H.Ghuſt 
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. mediately; and infallibly guided by the fpicit of Chriſt, — 


(.13) 
H. Ghoſt: (by whoſe fingee hewasguidedin the ordering 'of thi 
Churches) os any ſuch boak-ptayer ſhould inns ofe; 

Three things eſpecially are objected , which muſt here beclex 
red.” The firſtis, that David , and other Prophers perned the 
book of Pſalmes for the mother Church of Iſracll, The ſecond, 
thar Chriſt hini{clf dclivered to his diſciples a certain form of 
prayer, commonly called, The Lords prayer. The third, that Mol 
from the Lord Nuwb. 6. gave dircttion to Aaron, and hs fonnes, 
in what form of words they ſhould blefſe the children of Iſrael. 

I anſwer fuſt generally,that the conſequencetollowceth not fro 
the authoritic. ob Chriſt, avd of Moſes , and of the Apoftley, in @&- 
deyning theſ:; and theſe forms of divine'worſhip/,'for the like ans 
thotitic in ordinaric Biſhops,and Paſtours, to ordeyn other,and dis 
versforms, for the ſame:end.” What can be ſpoken more infoleut- 
ly > .Chriſt the Loxds Moſcss the Prophets,and Apoſtics being im» 


Q yQ 


boy 


ſcribed certain ſet: formes of: Gods worſt jp: 3: thecefore!o 
though not iramediately and infallibly guided by the Game ſpirit, 
may alſo preſcribe them, Why may they not by th's arguments 
tion, as well frame us anew Canon of huly Sctiptures, canfideriny 
that even theſe verie formes_,- wherewith alfo they equalize rtheir 
Own, ate parts, and portions of the fame Scriptures. More paiti 
cularly. And firſt for Pſalms. I deny that there is the ſame reatowof 
a prayer, and of a Pſalm z or ( whereupon the difference havgeth) 
that finging , and praying are all one. For the queſtion is not, 
which Ldctire the Reader once for all to bear in minde } eyther of 
the internall affection of. him which ſingerb,or pray cth , or of the 
{ubjcct matter of the ſong or prayer : bur of the externall a&t , and 
excrciſc of praying and linging. Now thele two exerciſes both the 
holy Scriptures, and common ſence in evcrie man, that plcaſcth 
bur to open his cyes, and louk upon them, do plainly difference. 
| For firſt, if to ling be to pray , then whoſoever ſingeth praycrh: 
but how far from truth this is., the Plalmes of David, 1, 2, and 
many others in which not the leaſt parcellof prayer is to be found, 
do plainly cyince. 3241 is ys - 92 

| 2. 15 anymanſad axongit- you, ( ſayth the Apoſtle ) let hims pray* ; 
is he merry let hun ſing. To = then, and Don = the Cal 
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(19) 
nor which do agree(to wirprimarily ) with” the fame conſtization 
of the-minde. | 73 | | 
- 3. Inprayerthe Paſtours voyce is onely heard , unto which the 
people, as the Apoſtle tcacheth, are to add their Amen: bur in ling- 1Cor.x4,16 
ing, all the multirude have as well their part for tunable voice , as 
the paſtour himſelf.” Neyther can divers poſhbly ling cogether, 
without confuſion, but by acertain, and ſer form both of words , 
and ſyllables: which yet may be done in church prayer, and is cyc- 
ric where. ae F : . 4 
4. We havethe ſame Apoſtle els where teaching us thus : Speak- ; 
mg to your ſelus in Pſalms, b ymnes and 5 iritual five KC. Fer a- Bae F196 
gain, Let the Word of Chrift dwell in you plemteonſly , With all wiſdom ,' © aloſc3, 26. 
teaching and admoniſhing y our ſelvs muinally un Pſalms Hymns, &c, *** 
In ſinging then we doe {peak to our felys., or one to-another tau- 
rually : bor in praying, neither to our (clys., nor to vur brethren ,; 
but unto God alone. - 'And the rcafon hiereof is evident, When-as | 
wereador ling the Palms of David for what other thing is'it' ro _ 
ſing out of a book, thento read with a loud , and harmonious $ae. port, 
yoice 2 of which Harmonie finging is akinde):' thele felf ſame lx: 2. 
Pſalms in this veric uſe do ſtill remain, andfo are read or lung, asa 
pait of the-word of God in 'the: holy Seriptures: 'and ini'whiely 
God [{peaketh unto-us :'- wheteas-on'the othertide., we do fpeak 
unto God,in all our prayers, whether mentall 'onely , or yocall 
withall. 72008 | 
5. Even theſe veric Plalmes,whoſe marrer is prayer,and thank s- 
giving, were framed, and compoſed by the prophets aro Pfalms , 
and (pirituall ſongs, for this verie end , that the men of God'tnighr 
in them teach us, as inthe'writren word of God, whereof they are 
parts, both whar petitions they in their diſtrefles pur up to the Lord, 
and alſo what thankſgiving they returned upon their deliverance , 
that ſo we in reading & finging them , might inſtruCt and admonith 
our (clvs borh publiquely,& privarly,wherher by way of doctrine, 
or admonition, or conſolation',.for the promoteing of the glorie , 
of God in our hearts. 1 
Laſtly, that I may diſcend unto them , who are onely taught by 
experience; If any going out of the temple , whilft the Church 
were linging a Plalm, cither before , or atter fermon, being asked 
C 2 ot one 
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(20) 
of one that met him, what the church were then wry ſhould ans 
ſwer that it were at prayer 3 would he not be judged by all n«n to 
tcll aly > Butaltogether without cauſe, if to {ing be to pray,as mas 
ny imagine, ; 

Touching the Lords prayer. We deny it to be the mcaning of 
Chriſt,teaching his diſciples, when they pray to ſay, Owr father,&c, 
to binde them, and the Holy Ghoſt in them , by which they ought 
tO pray, to a certain form of words, & lillables, which they ſhould 
repeat by heart, or (which is our queſtion ,) read out of a book, 
Becauſe, 1.the two Evuangeliſts Matthew,and Luke of whom both 
the one and other did ie borh underſtand,and expreſle the meas 
ning of Chriſt, do nor preciſely keep the fame words. 2. By thele 
words , when you pray, is mcant, whentoever you pray : whereup- 
on it ſhould flow.the we were tycd to this ſtint of words alone, 
and alwaies : and ſo might lawfully uſe none other , cxcept it be 
lawfull for us ſometimes to pray raithe: by the levell of our own | 
dev.{c, then of Chriſts preſcript, The words therefore of Cyprian | 


Cyprian. de are good ina good lence. ay nu otherwiſe then Chriſt bath taught, | 
emp 


erat. dom. 


#« not onely ignorance,but guilt, he himſelf baih ſayd , you rejett the | 


Mat.6,6% precept of God , that you may obſery your own tradition. 3. mn_ 


14.4,13. 


Calv. in 
Jan. ch. 4. 
V. IS. 


the manie, and manifould prayers of the Apoſtles to beſeen in 
holy ſcriptures, this form of words is not found : and yet can it nut 
be denyed, but they alwaies praycd as they were taught in this place 
by their Maſter Chriſt : whoſe meaning therefore it could not be 
to tye them neccſlarily to anie ſuch certain of words. 4. Ir a 
pears by the context, that the purpoſe uf Chriſt is to ſpeak of pris 
vate,or raither ſecret prayer,and ſuch as cycric Chriſtian apart from 
others, and #n his cloſet, with the doore ſhut unto him , ſhould pour 
out unto the Lord. Now that one alone , and by himſelf ſhould 
\o Ox father, ſeerns not verie congruous. y » ſecing of the 
like there is the like conſideration , If the Apoſtle Iames in theſe 
words,Go to now, ye that. ſay, to day or to morrow We Will goe unto ſuch . | 
4 cittie &c. and verl. 15. For that. ye ought to ſay , if the Lord will, 
We ſhall live, and doe this or that , do neither ſimplie fault with the 
form of Words, nor preſcribe necellarily anic other, but onely (to uſc 
Calvins words ) Wakens them from their dream, Who without re/þelt of 
#he divine providence, will maks themſelus mayſters of a whole _ > 
Wen 


(21) 
When there 1s not 4 moment in their power : ſo neither are we to con- 
| Cay That vur Sav:out Chriſt Math. 6. and Luke 11 doth injoin 1dem in Me 
unto his anic ſet words to pray in, but onely ſhewes Whither all our 6, 9. 
ers and vowes ought to be referred, as with all other orthodox wri- 
ny abour this Paam..wh the 2, Author ipeakerh : howſoever di- _ wa 
vers un kilfull men ceaſe nor ſtill ro ſing unto us, cucn to loath- joy, pakns , 
ſownes, the ſong, when you pray ſay , as the Papiſts do theirs, This is &6« 
my bodie : as though the controverlic were about the words , and 
not raither about the meaning of them. 
Bur for that we are verie odiouſly traduced by divers , as abhor- 
ring from this form, and that we will nor (as they uſe to ſpeak) fay 
the Lords prayer, I will in few, and plain terms {et down what our 
judgment is abour ir. | 
1. And ſecing that, as the Poct hath it , the names do commonly 
fait with the things, we may ſce, and ſorrow withall, in the phraſes 
in common uſc about this moſt Chriſtian duetie of prayer , what it 
is w:th the unhallowed multitude of Chriſtians to pray , namely ro 
ſay prayer, to read prayer, to hear prayer, and raither any _ then in» 
deed to pray, that is, then to puur out the conceptions of a godly 
. and dcvout minde unto God, from faith and feeling of our wants , 
by the holy Ghoſt. 
2. Wedo aftirrm, that this form of words is unproperly » how 
commonly ſoeyer, called the Lords prayer : as neither beinga prayer 
as it is the Lords, nor the Lords as it 1s aprayer. As it is of the 
Lord Chriſt , and ſo the Lords ( whether by himſelf uttered in 
words,or committed to writing by his Euangeliſts)it hath the con- 
fderation, and reſpe&tofaſermon, and of Euangclicall doetrine , 
Htic Chriſt caught his diſciples ; and nor of a prayer put up to - 2 
is Father: as on the contrarie it neither was , nor could be uſcd | 
prayerwiſe by Chriſt, in ſo manic words z with whoſe moſt perfit 
ſlautimonie it did not agree for him to ſay , forgive us our trefþaſſes. 
3- Wedo firmly belciy , that all, and everic both Church and 
perſon is hound alwayes to pray, as Chriſt harh there taught: whe 
ther we reſpect the matter there propounded , or theaftections 
there injoyned, or the commodious,and compendious liwplicitic, 
which Chriſt our Saviour, and onely mayſter,there oppoleth, both 


to the yain bablings, and oft repetitions of the heathens ; and that 
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| (22) | 
in theſe things, and them alone,the commandement of Chriſt doth 
conſiſt, we both firmly belciv, and confidently avow. - #6 
4. And laſtly, we doubt not but that this verie form of words 
may be, and is rightly uſed in prayer unto God, provided there be 
ncither opinion of neceſhtie, by which ſuperſtitious perſons think 
themſelvs tinted by the Lord to words, and fillables , nor of pct- 
fection,by which many arc of minde;that they have then ar the lafl 
ang not before prayed pertitly, when they have repeated this form 
of words. And itis well, if ſome ſpot of this myre clcay not to 
the fingers of many miniſters ; which make it a matter of great 
con{cience not to conclude their , and the churches prayers apply- 
cd ſpccially to the preſcnt ſtate of things , . with this number , and 
meaſure of words. Which cuſtom as it is uſed verie commonly,ſb 
in my judgment, with no great reaſon, for theſe two cauſes. 
Firſt , it ſeems to croſle all good order,and method , -by which 
men ſhould d fcend from the more generall unto that whichis 
more ſpeciall: and notgo the clean contratie way, as in this they } 
do. 
Secondly, Since the rule, according to Phyloſophic , and good 
rea(lon, is alwaies before the thing ruled , and that this form is by 
Chriſt inſt tuted , for this purpoſe , that it might be the rule, and 
Tertull.b, de {quire of all our prayers, and as Tertullian faith , is premiſed, «s the 
Orat, formadation of all our acceſſorie deſires , me thinks the ſame ſhould ra 
| ther be uſed in the fuſt place ; upon which-as the ſame author bath 
it , everie one ſhould build the circumſtances of his occafioned requeſts. 

' It remayneth that in a few words Ianfwer that, which is by ſome 
objected touching thuſefolemn bleſſings , ar the firſt imparted by 
the Patriarks to their ficlt born, and after by: the Preiſts ro 1ſ+ael the 

Exod. 4,22: firſt born of God. | 
| And to |ct palle, 1. that the compoſers, and impoſers of the 
Leyturgics now in uſc have not equall authoritic with Moſes the 
man of God, nor are their writings any way compatable with his: 
2. That Moſcs did not preſcribe unto the Prieſts a ſtint of words 
$ for blefling (much lclle to be read out of a book) but the ſubſtance 

#M-Ton" of thething 3 which by manic A ; fave 

ſon of written e thing 3 which by manic Arguments, fave that I ftudic for 
L enwrgies, Þrevitie, might be proyed. 3. If that were Molcs his minde , and 
- the Lords by him, the miniſter were bound to the fame form of 


bleſſing 


(23) | 
blefling upon the Iſrael! of God now , which:the chorchis: ' fince 


th 

there is nothing in it not morall, and perpetuall, or not concerning a 
ks WF the church now, as then. I doantwer this one thing, & the ſame Ke: 
x WF in Caly.ns words, viz. that theſe bleſſings Were not ordinarie prayers , Gard, cas 
k BY #4 4 [awful author. tie diuinely interpoſed to teſtifie the grace of elettion : x, gt 


which hc aito confirms by divers rcafons. - Neither can anie man 
who conſiders the words of the text make queſtion , but that the 
Prieſts in bleſſing ( ſrae!,not God) do dire&t their peach unto Iſracl 
= by way of promiſc, and not unto God by way of prayer. So bleſſe 
& 70s (laith Maſcs)rhe children of 1frael, ſaying wnto them, The Lord bleſſe 
thee, &c. The {ame isto be judged of the falutations of the Apo- 
ſtles in their Epiſtles, (whereof they are a part, and (o-a part of rhe 
| holy Scriptures) : albeit yet they in them , as the Preiits in their 
blcitiogs, delired to haye their truly loving afte&ion taken know- 
ledg ot by them to.wham they wrote : and what good things they 
both delired at the hands of the Lord for thera , and alſo promiſed 
them in his name. | 
. 2. Wedilike all reading of prayer in the act of praying , as in- 
| conyenient, yea directly contraric unto that at? In prayec we do 
| pvur out matter, to-wit the holy conceptions of the minde, from 
within to without. that is, from the heart ro God : von the contra- 
{ ric, inrcading, we do reccay and admit matrer from without to 
© Within ; that is from the book, into the heart, —_ that pray= 
eth do that which he doth , not another thing , noFdiyers thing, 
Let the whole man, and ail that he is, both in ſoul and bodie , be - 
bentupon God, with whom he converſerh. The eyes of the minde_ 
acc litrcd to God in prayer; and why not the eyes of the bodie alſo? 
both which he that prayeth, by intending them upon a book, both 
deprelcth, & ayertcth from God. Thc Apoſtle wen as the 
men pray, lifting up pure hands ta'God in everie place. In like manner, , +; F 
Deland — the thing, we have the burriarks » Prophets, CIO 
Chciſt himſclf,, with. his Apoſtles, and diſciples, for inſample of 
& lifcing up the cyes to heaven in prayer. Not this geſture of body 
BW is &mply neceſlaric but moſt convenient, ( favein ſome great teinp- 
tation, aud depreiſion.of nunde, buth to exprelle, and turther the 
incention of a godly heart. 
Let deyourt and learncd men (if they pleaſe, commit. to — 
chcic 
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(24) 


their holy meditations , and ſecret conferences with God , as did: 


Auftin, and others amongſt the ancients 3 and many of later times 

which may be read, and that with nu ſmall bencfit both by Paſtour 

and people; but privately, and for better preparation unto prayer, 

' Now the preparation unto prayer is veric unicaſonablc at the lclfs 

fame time of the ſolemn performance thereof 3 and unrealonable 

In, and by the (elf ſame act. / TS 

3, Sccing that publique prayer (as Bucanvs faith) #« 4 ſecond part 

ucans 3. of the miniſtrie 3 as allo that amongſt the gifts of the holic Ghoſt, 
mn places of Wherewith the Paſtor is indued from above,thar is not {mall,nor wo- 
be deſpiſed, by which he is able conveniently both for mutter , dhd 
form, ro conceay a prayer according to the churches preſent occas. 
ſion;, and neceſſitics 3 by the reading of this preſcript form that 
(truly excellent) gift giuen of God for this end 1s made void , and 
of none ule, and the Fewie (contrarie to that which oughtro be) ex 
x Theſ-5,19 rjnguiſhed. The manifeſtation of the Firit (ſaith the Apoſtle ) s given 
xC@.12,7, fo everic one ( {pecially ro everie Paſtour ) ro - hart en Burt he 
who rcadsa form of prayer conceayed, and conligned by another , 

doth not manifeſt the paſtorall gift, ( for of the internall aftcQion 
our queſtion is not) of the ſpirit given to hiwto profit withall, but 
to that other by whom the os of prayer was indited. 

4. If to read ſucha form of prayer be to pray aright,and paſtour 
like no probable reaſon can be rendred , ates to read a (cr- 
mon, or homilic, is not as well to preach aright, and as is required 
of the Paſtour of the Church. Which ſo being , {mall reaſon bad 
the Apoſtle, treating of the eccleſiaſticall miniſterie , which princi- 
pally conliſts in thele two exerciſes , to crie out, as he did , who 
2Cor. 2,10. {ficient for theſe things ? For who is not ſufficient even of the yul- 
gar {ort 2 who can not read a Leiturgie, and an Homilie ? 

5. The Fpirit (faith the fame Apoſtle, ſpeaking of all Chriſtians) 
helpeth onr infirmities, for We know not What to pray, 4s We ought. Y cs, 
Paul, (with your lcay) right well ; for we have in our prayer-book, 
What we ought to pray, word for word , whether the ſpirit be pre- 
| {cntor not. What then is to be done in this buſines 2 That which 
Tentul. Apol. Tertullian ſaich the Chiiſtians of his time did... We pray ({{ath he )/ 

Without any to prompt 1 , becauſe we pray from the heart. But he who 
ccads his prayers, or raither the prayers of hit that penned them » 


k and 
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(25) 
and his leſſon ourof a'book, hath one that prowpts him , and thar 
diligently, both what, and how much, and after whar manner, and 
with what words and fillables he oughrts pray. ized 
Laſtly, if it would be juſt matrer of ſhame to any earthly Father, 
that his childe, who deſired of him bread, fiſh, or an egge , ſhould necd _ 
to read out of a book , or paper, Father, pray you'give me bread, 
fiſh, or egge 3 how much morc contumelious is it, to our heauen- 


ly fathee , and his holy ſpirit, wherewith hefurniſhetlr all his'chil- 
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unworthie, and more then-babc.ſh, and indeed- the inſtrument of a 
fooliſh ſheepheard,namely a bare reader(with which kinde of vermin 
Rome, and England are peſtered) ſhould be uſed by fuch godly, & 
learncd paſtors, as wherewith the reformed churches are turniſhed - 


CHAP. ILEL. - 
| Of the Ecclefiaſticall Preſtyeerie. | 


VV E doo acknowledg, and approve of, as divinely inſt;- 


rutcd,the Pretbyrerics of the particular churches,as with 
| all we judg them {undric waics defective. As firſt we require: that 
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dren, ſpecially his minitters according to their place,thatan help fo Zac.12, ro, 


all receaycd into the colledg, and company of Elders, even thoſe x Tin. g 2. 
which are called governers, ſhould be apr to reach , and able to exhorte T.1,5,7,9 


with ſound doitrine, and convince gainſayers , and that nut onely pri- 
vatcly,or inthe contiſtorie, but in the publick affemblic allo, as the 
nature of their publique office requireth. Iam not ignorant,whart 
that learned man Geriom Bucer m his late treatiſe hath publiſhed 


diſs, ri of Ch, 


about this matter, neither do I unwillingly aflenc thereunto : pro- govenim. pl. 
vided m_ / thar what he requires in thoſe Elders, that they be zz, ;;, 44+ 


able ro performe publiquely, and in the church afſembly , it nor 
exactly, yer competently. | 
Alſccond defect, which we wiſh ſupplyed is, that of annuall , or 
tryeumuall or temporarie, they might be perperuall , and for life , 
(except by fomecafualtie, or occurrence'they be diſabled ) as the 
paſtours themſelys. This terme of years for the'Elders adminiſtra- 
£1 | D tion 
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(26) 
tion in the Reformed Churches, the forenamed author in the ſame 
place doth not fo much defend, as excuſe ; but ir ſcemeth raither 
necdfull to have it reformed ( which is alſo the defire of the (aid 
 Jearned man) and that for theſe reaſons, | 
1. The Apoſtle Paul calling wnto bim the Elders of the church of Þ 
pheſi to H1iletum, doth pronounce of them all , as well the goyer 
ners, as thoſe that laboured ia the word,that they were made b:ſbyy 
or oveilcers of the ſame Church, 9 the holy. Gho#F. Now the auth» 
ritic of that rhe appointer ought to work in the appointed grea 
conſcience, not lightly to relinquiſh that charge , which by the db 
polition of the holy Ghoſt they had taken upon them. 

' 2. The ſame Apoſtle dyth in the ſame place admonith , and ex 
&r.20, 20 hort the ſame Elders that they ſhould take heed wnto themſelvs, andty 
30,3t, #llthefloch, leſt the ſame , after his departure ſhould unhappily be 

_ _ damnihied , cither by wolves entering 11 among them, or tuch z 
ſhould riſe up from themſelvs ipeaking perverſe things. Now if the 
dare of their Elderſhip , & charge were ſhortly to be out,they might 
well think with themſclvs, that the Apoſtles admonition for FM 
times did not much concern them, whoſe term of office ſhould fo 
ſhortly be expired,and were perhaps to follow the Apoſtles depar- 
ture at the heeles. : 

3. Ir was ſactiledg for the Levites being conſecrated to the 
Lord , for the ſeryice of the Tabernacle and Temple , to retire 
. from the office undertaken by them, although ( age growing upon 


JA9- 34:35, 
36. 


HI. 20, 17, 
28. 


Numb, 8. that miniſtration ; How then is it lawfull for the Elders , or Dea 


cons (being now no more at their own diſpoſing, but as the Levires 

of ould, the Lords ſacred and conſecrated ones ) to withdraw {0 

3 lightly from his ſpeciall ſervice? No man under the Law might 
J2vi.27,9 change a beaſt, if 4 no not« better for a Worſe , if once hallowed 
i0,  FTothe Lord. How muchlelle may the church then diſcharge hee 
ofticers ( or they themſclys ) miniſtering faythfully , and as they 


ought ? 


zTim. 5,21, Laſtly, the Apoſtle Paul inſtructing the Church in Timothy to 


and 6, 14. 


. 2 Corin, 1.4, Keep the commandement of Chriſt wnrebukeable untill that his gloris 


37. Ous appearing, doth not 


mit, no not to the widowes & Dceaco® 
Ls Tt, nclles to relinquiſh the oflice onee taken upon them : unto whom 


for 


them)they wereexempted from ſome the more laborivus works of 


2 
(27) 
for that verie cauſe he forbids mariage it ſelf , otherwiſe permitted 
ro all, and ro ſome injoyned. How much lefle lawfull is it for the 
Elders, or Deacons of the church (whoule both condition, and mis 
niſterie is far more excellent ) for far lighter cauſes, to look back, 
and relinquiſh their vocation, wherein Chriſt hath in ſuch ſorr pla- 
ced them ? | 
A third thing there is, and that of moſt moment, viz. thatthe 
Elders do notadminiſter their publique office publiquely , as they 
ſhould, but onely in thcir private conliſtorie. And firit, theadmini- 
ſtrat.on of cverie office doth in right follow the nature of the ſame; 
whether domeſticall in the familic,or civill in the common wealth, 
or ſpirituall in the Church: the Elders office then bcivg publique, 
requires anſwerable, and publique adminiſtraron. Not thar it is 
unlawfull for the Elders to convene , and meetapart from the bo- 
die, and to deliberate of ſuch things as concerns the ſame,and ſo to 
do ſundrie things by vertuc of their office, but becauſe that is not 
ſufficient, neither do they indeed fo/fill their publique, and church- 
office, which in the Lord they have receaved, except as privately, and in cqyr 4 x, 
their conliſtorie, ſo alſo (and that ſpecially) publiquely , and in the 
face of the congregation they exequute thelame. | 
2. The Apoſtle beſcecheth them of Thellalonica that they would iTheſ'5,r2 
love highly efteems for their Works ſake, not onely them which labou- , , PEW 
red among them, to wit, in doftrine ; but them alſo, which were over _ 
them in the Lord, and admoniſhed them. But of the work of their * 1-517» 
Elders which govern,the Reformed churches muſt needs be igno- 
rant ; neither doe, or can they know , whether they be good , or 
bad. Their paſtours they do proſequure with due love,& honour, 
out of their own certain knowledg of them and their work ,# but 
thcir Elders onely by hearſay. | 
Laſtly, the ſanie Apoſtle warneth the Elders of Epheſ3 , that they Cn 
attend & take heedto the Whole flock, in which they Were made Biſhops. \,* * © 
Bur it cannot be, that he ſhould miniſterially, as he ought, fecd the | 
whole church,whoſe voice the greateſt part thereof never fo much 
as once hcareth,. To lead, or reccay a ſheep now and then into the 
ſheepfould, ro coufirm one that is weak, or correct one that ſtray- 
cth, and-that apart from the flock, isin no wiſe ro feed the whole 
flock, as the Apoſtle requireth, 
| IJ 23 And 


[4 


i- | (28): ) 

[ And that this point may þc made-the more plain , letus diſcend 
} unto ſome ſuch particulars , as in which the Elders office ſecmeth 
- > er to conliſt. , And they are , the admitting of members into 


= i cenſuring of obſtinate offenders, whether inning publiquely , of 
qo privately with ſcandall. As we willingly leave the excquut:on,and 
1 adminiftration of theſe things ro the Elders alone in the ferled, and 
well ordered ſtate of the church, ſo do we deny plainly , that they 
are, or can be rightly, and orderly done, but w;th the peoples pri- 
vitic and conſcnr, r7Y 1 PS 
| For the firſt, Chriſt the Lord gave in charge to his Apoſlles to 
15 preach in his name remiſſion of {ins', and therewith life cternall : 
x and that ſuch Iewes,or Gentiles, as ſhould belciv,and repent, viz, 
"86 profeſle holily faith and repentance , ( for to judy of the heat is 
10 Gods prerogative ) they ſhould receay into the tellowſhip of the 
14: Church, and baptize. 
publiquely, and in the face of the congregation ro be adminiſtced , 
the Alts of the Apoſtles do. plentcouſly make known, And if Bap- 
tiſm, the conſequent of the confeſſion of faith, in them baptized , 
Ti: | and the badg Gs po conſociation with Chriſt and his Church , be 
'K to be celebrated publiquely, why is not the profeſſion of faith pro- 
portionably (although by the formerly baptized through a Kkinde 
of unorderly anticipation) to be made publiquely allo , and there- 
withall the conſociation ecclcliaſticall, as the former > The coves 
nant privately made , and the {cal publiquely annexed are difpro- 
portionate, - | 
I further add, that ſince perſons admitted into the Church , are 
by the whole bodic, if not uf encmies, at leaſt of ſtrangers become 


'— _. liquelyto-parucipate of one holy bread, and with whom they are to 
1Cn-10,T7 have all things 4 crenbodily goods after a ſort common, as everic one 
AA. 2, 44, hath need, 'eſcemerth moſt equall, that nor onely-the Preſbyrers 
45» (the churches feryants under Chriſt.) but 'the whole commonaltie 


imſclf, ſo to his moſt holy inſtitutions in his Church, 


To 


echorch, upon profciſion of faith made; and the reprovingand. 


And thart theſe all,and everie of them were. 


and areto be repured brethren in Chriſt moſt nearly joyned ,. and: 
they with whom, they are to call upon one common Father pub-. 


alſo hould-trake knowledg in their perſons, both of their 'holy 
_—_ of faith, and wp. os ſubmiſſion made as unto Chriſt 


q 


— 
— 
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(29): | 

To come to the ſecond head. And 1. thoſe who fin, that is, with 
publique {candall, rebuke publiquely , lay ththe Apoſtle, that others xTim.$,204 
alſo may fear. And if the Elders thewmlclys , of whom he {pcaketh, 
for whole credit the greateſt care is to be taken;mwuch more any other, Bezain ann, 
as Beza rightly obleryeth. And thatnot for this cautc alone , that outbe place. 
when the puniſhment comes to one, the fear might reach unto ma- 
ny , which yet wiſe men in all publique exequutions would haue 
carefully provided for, but allo that both he that fo linneth may be 
the more aſhamed, and others both within,and without may with= | 
all take knowledg,, how litle indulgent the Church is to her own * Id 
dearcſt ones in their enormous lins. 

2. With this alſo it well conſortcth, that Chriſt the onely Doc- 
rour of his Church would haue not onely (ins ſcandalous commit- 
tcd in publique, publiquely reproyed , and before the multitude , 
but eycn thole which are private, obſtinately perſiſted in ,. when he 14ath.18,15 
ſaith, Tell the Charch, &Cc. ID 15,17. 

I am not ignorant how diyerſly divers men do , interpret thele _ 
words: whilſt ſome by the Church do underſtand the ciyill con; 
of the Mag'ſtrare 3 others the Hierarchicall Bi hop, with his oficis 
als; others the {cuate of Elders excluding the people. And thus 
whilſt thefe ſtrive for the power , and name wirhall of the church 
amongſt chemlſelvs, the church indeed, and which Chriſtthe Lord 
meancth is well nigh ſtripped both of power, and name. 
The fiſt of thele theee interpretations 1 will not trouble my {elf pjy4, za. 
with ; as being almoſt of all, and that worthily exploded, and rc- chins, Parker; 
jetcd ; and aboundantly refuted by divers learned wen : the two Y-B4, 
latter are to'be allaulred withalmoſt the ſame weapons. : 
, - The former of theſe two, though ir be in ir felt the more diffe- 
rent from Chriſts meaning ,. yer comes it in this circumſtance now 
in conlideration, the nearer the truth in our judgment , conſidered 
in its exequurtion : , lince neither; the Bichops » nor their officials , 
Chauncclours, Commilaries, or other Court-keepers do exchude 
the people from their conliſtories, and courts : þutro offer themy 
{clvs in their publique judgments, and cenſares to the veiw of all, 
who plealc to be preſent thereat, And 1 think it acoumle unheard 
of cither amongſt Gentiles or Iewess vr.Chriſtians { be/ig {ſpoken 


without offence) before this laſt age, that publique zudgmentzand 
WW D 3 '- * other 
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(30) 
other a&ts of publique nature,as theſe are, ſhould be privately cxer- 
ciſed, and without the peoples privitie. It was not to 1 Iſrael of 
ould, where by Gods appointment the Elders were to fit, and jud 
in the gatcs of the cittic : nor in the ſynagogues themlelvs, tiom 
which manie are of minde, how truly I will not {:y, that the Chri- 
ſtian Elderſhip was decived,after the Roman tyrannic had confined 
into them the Iewes civill convent:ons, and judgments 3 ror inthe 
priwative church, no not in ſore ages after the Apoſtles , as might 
eaſily be proved out of Tertullian, Cyprian,and uthers, if I would 
trie the marter in that court: but it 1s mwch more ſaft,as Auſtin laith, 
to Wwalke by the divine Scriptures. | | 
And firſt the word {wxaxvia church , originally Greek,anſwerin 

to the Hebrew Hp, doth primarily,and properly ſignific a conven- 
tion of citizens called from their houſes by the publ que cryer , &i- 
ther to hear {ome publique ſentence or charge given: but tranſlated 
to religious uſe, denoterh an Rr of perſons called out of the 
ſtare of corrupt nature into that of ſupernaturall grace , by the pub- 
liſhing of the goſpell. Now the Elders, or preſbyrers (as lych) are, 
and {o are ſaid to be, called, to wit, to their office of Elderſhip; but 
called out they are not, being themſclysto call out the church,and op 
unto it to perform the cryers cfhce, Neither do I think that the bis 
name Eccle1a , Church , hath been uſed by any Greek author, be- "me 


fore the Apoſtles times , or in their daies, or in the age after them ow 
for the allemblic of (ole goyerners in the act of their government, T! 
or indced before the ſame governers had ſ{cazed into their own , & we 
onely hands the churches both nameand power. di 

But you will ſay, as learned men uſe to do, that theſe Elders ſu- thi 
ſteyn the perſon of the whole multitude , and ſupplic their room, thi 
fortheavoiding of confulion ; and {o arc rightly , as commonly we 
called The church repreſentative. ft | es 

I anſwer. Firſt, no godly , no nor reaſonable man will affirm , jo 
that this repreſentation is to be extended to all the ats of religions (V 
or indeed to others , then theſe , which are excrciled in the govern- - 
img of the Church. Whartis it then 2 The Elders in ruling , and ti 
governing the Church muſt repreſent the people, and ocupic their tl 


place, Irſhould ſeem then, thatir appeiteyns unto the people, un- 
to the people primarily, and originally (under Chriſt.) ro rule and v 


govern 


(32) 

pgovernthe church, that is, themſclys. But who will ſo ſay of a 
government not perſonall , but publique, and inſtiruted , as the 
churches is ? | 
2. If the Elders in their conliſtorie repreſent the church , then 
whatſocyer they either decree, or do agreeing to the word of God 
whether reſpecting faith or manners, that alto the church decreeth 
and doth, though abſent, though ignorant both what the thing is , 
which is done , and upon what grounds it is done by the Elders : 
this being the nature of repreſentations , that what the repreſenting 
doth within the bounds of his commiſſion , that the repreſented 
doth primarily, and much mote, as but uſing the other {0 his in- 
ſtrument. Now how dillonant this is to true faith and pictic,how 
conſonant unto the Papiſts implicit faith , no man can be ignorant ; 
and I had raither wile men ſhould conſider, then 1 aggravate, 

3. The conſtant,and univerſall practifc of the Apoſtles & Apo- 
ſtolick churches do quite crolle this conſiſtorian courſe, The Apo= 
ſtle Paul, well acquainted with the meaning of Chriſt, doth 1 Cor. 
J- lo reduce into praCtiſc , the rule and preſcript of his maiſter ; 
Matth. 18. or to ule the words of the Biſhop of Cheſter , There Biſh-of Win- 
commannd; to bring unto prattiſe this power, 1n the name of Chriſt , with | = — 
his Spirit, as he ſcems to leay no place for doubting to him, who e-- 
with diligence, and without prejudice, will compare together theſe 
two places, what the Lord meaneth, when he faith, Tell the Church, 
This our Apoſtle doth in that place reprove not the Elders or go- 
verncrs alonc, but with them alſo the whole commonaltic and bo- 
dic, for tolcrating the  inceſtuous perſon amongſt them, Which 
therefore accordingly, as his authoritic Apoſtolicall,and care for all 2 Corin.ux, 
the churches d'd require , he admoniſheth , and directeth , that as 28+ 
mind<full buth of the ſinners repentance, and falyation, and there- 
with of theic own puritie, they would exclude, by due order , that 
wicked man from their boly fellowitip, And that by rhcſe words, 
(When ye are come together ) the whole church is to be underſtood , 


. manie , but hcavie freinds ro the peoplcs libertie, Ieſuites , Prela- 


tiſts, and others do graunt, But we will annex certain reaſuns for 
the further clearingof the rhing, 

1. They among Whom the fornicatonr Was, who Were puffed #p wer. r, 2, 4, 
When they ſhould have ſorrowed, and ont of the miadeſt of Whom, he Was 7 133+ 


tobe 
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to Dept, who had done that thing ; they were to be gathered togethen 
in-one, and to judg and cxcommunicate that inceſtuous perſon. - But 
the tornicatour was not amongſt the Elders alone , reither was 
they alone puffed ap when they ſhould have ſorrowed, neither was 
thatwicked man to be'taken our of the midſt of them,and till left 
ir the *midſt:of the people; and therefure not ro be judged by 
thein alone , but by the church with'them , though governcd by 
them. | 

2. Itdid not of ould apperteyn onely to the Levites and Elders 
in Iſracl, to purge ont of their houſes the materiall /even, but to cycs 
ric father of tamilie alſo : ſo by proportion ro the whole church 
now, to purge out the leven fpiritvall there ſpoken of: whichalſo 
could not leven the Whole lump,or churchzin the Apoſtles mcaning, 
except it hadgeoncerned the whole church to purge it our. 

3. The Apoſtle wrote not to the Elders oncly , bur with them 
to the Whole bodic , not to be commingled With fornicators , coverow 
perſons , or the like, called brethren : he therefore admoniſherh rhem, 
as The other, to caſt their ſtone at the inceſtuous man , for the raking 


'' * him away from the Lords people. | 


Manic more Arguments, and the fame yerieclear, mightbe 
drawn to this end,out of the text it (elf ; but for brevitie ſake I will 
omit them , and annex this onely one which fullowerh , from the 
tecond chaprer of the ſecond Epiſtle. Thefame Apoſtle writing to 
theſe ſame Corinthians about the ſame inceſtuous perſon , bur nov 
penitent, as before delinquent, ſeriouſly exhorts them , that look 
what ſeycritie they had formerly ſhewed in cepſuring him for his 
{in, the like compaſſion they would now ſkew , in teceaving him 
again upon his repentance : therein plainly inſinuarcing , thar this 
buſines was not in the hands of the Elders alone , except we will 
 fay,that they alone were made ſad by the Apoſtles reproof,that they 

alone by their ſtadie, defence, indignation; zeal, &c. teſtified, that they 
Were pure in the thing, and except it belenged ro'themn alone ro pare 
don, and comfort the repentant tituner', ad to confirm their love uno 

And whereas ſome would incloſc this whole power 'within the 
Apoſtles circuit 3 asf he alonie'; Biſhop-like 3 had*palle ſentence 
Judiciacie upon the offender, aid onely commirteyd thie declagations 
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and publication of it in the church, to ſome his ſubſtiture , I deem 

itnot loſt labour breifly ro hew how erroneous this opinion is of 

externall monarchicall government,yea power alſo, which is more, | 
in the church of Chriſt. | 0 

And, firſt, oncalone, how great ſocyer , cannot ſuffice to make | 

the Church, or a congregation , which Chriſt hath furniſhed with Se the Biſhop 
power of binding , and loofing Math. 18, 17, 18. buth rcaſcn , and wn 
{criprure teaching, thar for an aſlembly.,- and congregation atleaſt*, ., .,. 
two or three are required. ver, 19. The Church ( Which name ſignifies FL 

« multitude, defizneing by a new trope, one alone ſingular perſon , as (auth m _ ve 
D. Whitakers againit Stapleton,going about _— that the name of the Script. 
of the church belongs to the Paſtowrs, or Byſhops, or Pape alone. Wt: 75 

_ 2, Itis expretly affirmed 2 Cor. 2, 6./'that the inceſtuous per- 

ſon was cenſured by many : which many or more, the Apoltle oppo- 

ſeth ro himſelf alone, as appeareth by the context ; and not to all, 

as ſome erroneouſly think. 

3. The Apoftle plainly , and ſharply reproveth the Corinthians 

for that before his writing they had not yoyded that finfull man, 
their lwly fellowſhip, and ſoprevented the reporte by which tuch 

acriwe, and the ſame unpunithed came to-his cars. This their pow- 

er then the man of God doth not {caze into his own hands as for- 


 feyr by their default in not uſing it, but vchemently.(and as became 


a faichfull minifter) cxhorts and admonitſtes them to uſc it, as they 
Ought in the judging , purging out, and taking from among themſelvs thas 
Wicked mzan, and {o any othcr within, or called « brother , linning in 
the like manner. - | | | 

4. If the Agoſtle Paul bcing abſent from Corinth had excom-  .: - ©. 
municated this {inncr,then had he judicially condemned,and judg- oe _ _ 
cd a man unaccuſcd,unconvicted, and unreproved ( at leaſt face'ro 7,115.7 
face, and before his judg ) : then which what more unjuſt 'can be chap. 2. 
imagined of ,- or atcribed unto the holy Apoſtle? 1. I conclude 
therefore with Peter Martyr, The ApoHe, 4s great 45 be Was, doth not per, atm. ig 


ſo far wſirp to himſelf power, as that, he one , and alone by himſelf ſhow!d * Eo. ch.s, 


excommunicate: Which yet the Pope, and 'ma. » Biſbops (both Romiſh 
and Engliſh) dare ds :' /n judging he gots before qthers., 4s it 15 meet the 
cheif in the Church ſbould do, that. ſo the teſſe [hilfull multitude might be 
drefhdin judging by thi wningefrethems 
us 
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This much of this place. Thenext followerb, which is AQz1; 
When another'y.s to lucceed inthe room of Iudas the traytour, 
not Peter alone, or the Apoſtles with him , but ( that. the ordunatio 


Epſt. 4, ws might be juit and lawfull, being made With the kyowlag of the 


Vt. IFs 


| Calvin 


Aft. x. 
AF. 6, 


| have been a Kinde of middle temper. 


ſiſtent, and examined by the verdit, and 40. gan of all) the multitude of 


the diſciples together did ſubſtitute two,whom they deemed moſt ex 
 cellent, that of them the Lord, Who knew the hearts of all men,mi 


|, . take unto himſelf the man, which he knew: molt fit. . That which 
Gd. 1,1, 


belonged unto God,'namely , ro deſigns an Apoſtle immediately; 
was |cft unto him: the diſciples alſo in rhis work , retcining what 
might be their libertic : which Calvin notes upon this place , to 
- The third place followeth, which is A&.6. handling the choice 
of Dcacons, and that by the ſame Church in Icruſalem ,. not now 
ſmall, as before, bur (which 1 with way be marked to ſtop the 
ſage, which ſome think lyes open for eſcape through ſmaller ab 
ſ{emblies) now-becomwe great, and populous. In this buſines the 
Apoſtles informe the church what kinde of men, they 'oughted 
chuſe : the multitude chuſcth whom they judg fir,and meevaccors 
dingly ; and the ſame preſentto the Apoſtles ; upon whom ſo cho- 
{cn by the people, the laid Apoſtles impoſe hands as a folemnſym. 
bolc of .theic confecration , joyning therew;rh common, prayer, 
Now if theDeacons onely betruſted with the churches movie were 
not to be made bur by the peoples ſuffrage, and election, much 
lefle Paſtors & Elders, unto whoſe fidelitie under Chriſt the ſame 
Church doth commir the incomparable treaſure of their fouls; +: 
To the fame purpoſe (in regarde of the matter-in hand )iſeryeth 
that, which we read Ac&t.14, 23. where Par and: Barnabas do'ut- 
deyn Elders in everie Church, by ſuffrages (not theix own as ſome fau- 


, Cic,unto whom to liftwp,&tolay on hands is all one) but the people 


or -by the lifring-up of hands, by which-lighe, the Geecians,as appear 


' in Demoſthenes, and others, the peoples-yore or voyce-giving in 


their popular aflemblics was wonte to be made; I ad (whichis clpe- 
Cially to be obſerved ) thatithe Apoſtles in doing their paat in the 
ordination of Elders, did whatthey did-, as.it. were', by .the way: 
ſtaying onely, woſt like, twoor three idaicsin 4 place. fo as they 
could nor poſſibly by As. Es a Bo AD IIT 6 

: _ | eag 


(35) , 
ledg, what perſons inthe church were apt to teach-or govern : who 
«ble to. exhdrt.Voith ſound dottrine; toiconvince the  geinſayers:how un- 


1Tim. 3) 


blamable they were,huw watchfull,given to bofÞutalutie,temperate,&C. Tits I. _ 


and with theſe, how mannered wives,and children they had. Theſe 
things onely the bretheren which converſed with them publiquely, 
and privately,could {uftciemly rake knowledg,and experience of, 
Vpon theirelecting them did the ordination conferred by the Apo= 
ſtles, as the hands of the Chucch,depend.; By election - perlons 
el:&cd have rightro their offices;into the actuall pullcfion,where- 
of they are ſolemnly admitted by ordination. | 


1 This troup of proofes, that known, and notable place Act. Az.rs. 


2 5. ſha]l ſhut up: in which we haye the peoples libertie in the chur- 
ches both of Antioch, and Icruſalem plenrifully confirmed and 
commended by Apoſtolick practiſe to enfucing churches, and 
times. | 


_- Andfirſt, it is evident, thatin the church of Antioch together 


with the Elders (which ir appears then it had Act. 14,21, 23.) the See Whit:k. 
brethren were admirtcd into the fellowſhip of the bulines, and dil- of the author, 


of H. (cip. 


quilition made about circumcihion : Paul & Barnabas with the reſt jy,» (1, » 
of the delegates then ſent being browght on thear ponngly the church. [iA. x, 
1 


ver. 3. the [errers allo being written back from lerutalem: ro the bre- 
thren Which Were at eAntioch, ver. 23. and which is ſpecially to be 
noted, then, and not before, delrvered When the multitude Were come 
together. wer(.30. So in the church at lecuſalem the meſſengers from 
Antioch were receaved not onely of the Apoſtles and Elders , but of 
the Church with them, verl. 4. And as the queſtion was propoun- 
ded ſo was it , difculled before the whole church by the Apoſtles, & 
Elders comming together to look unto that, buſints. ver. 6. yet not lo as 
the brethren were wholly bound to filence, ſecing that yer. 11. the 
Whole multitude is (aid to have held their peace, that is,to have yeilded 
to Peters ſpcach, and reaſons. Laſtly , as Silas and Indas were (ent 
with Paul and Barnabas, by the Apoſiles , and Elders with the Whole 


. Cherch unto Antioch, verſ. 22. fo wee the letters written back in 


the name of them all to the brethren at Antioch. ver. 23. And al- 
though the deoyees to be obſerved by thechurches of the Genules , 
(whereof no one , excepting Antioch, had any delegates pre {nt ) 


which were alſo part of the word of God, and holy Canon , could 
| E 3 come 


Ry 
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(36) 
te hey, ©2me From none other then the Apoſtles , immediately inſpired by 
Wobh. iz te H. Ghoſt, they norwithſtandingin the publiſhing of the ſame, 
2 king: c,25, did nor diſdain the conſenting ſuffrage of the brethren of that pars 
ticular church of Ieruſfalem, where the aflembly was. ''\y 
And ſurely, if it ever did, or could apperteyn to any church of 
ficers or governers whatſdever to repretent the church-aflemblies; 
incle&ions, cenſurcs, and other Ecclcſiaſticallzoudgments,and os 
currences; then without doubt unto the Apoſtles in an eminent, 
and peculiar manner ( eſpecially living in that rude , and childiſh 
ſtare of the church) conhidering both how ſuperlative their office 
was, and how: admirable their gifts z and endow ments'of the holy 
Ghoſt, rogether with their incomparable both pierie, & prudence; 
by which they were both moſt able , and willing to promote the 
Chriſtian fairh in holynes. And although thus conſtant, and uni 
form both praCtiſe, and inſtitution of the Apoſtles unto divers(pos 
litick perſons, ſwelling with pride of fleſbly reaſon, diſpiling Apo» 
gh a ſtolicall ſimplicitic, and who,as Itcneus ſpeaks, would be reftifien 
Hereſ.ib. 3. *f the Apoſtles, ſeera worthie of light regard, yet to us , who belciy 
Theodor, dial, with Theodorer, that we ought to reſt in the eApoſtolicall, and prophe- 
- 1 ticall demonſtrations , and who with Tertullian do adore the fulne of 
qa} RN the Scriptures, they ſeem of lingular weight, and moment, 
"__ And whilſtI conſider with my (clf in the fear of God , how it 


- lil di cs was the Apoſtles duetie to teach the diſciples of Chriſt ro obſerv What- 


ey ſoever he commanded them ;, and how the Apoſtle Paul reſtificth,that 
<. 4, x. Even the things, Which he Wrote touching order,and comlynes to be ub- 
2 Cor. 5, 5+ ſerved inthe church-exerciſes , were the commandements of the 
Lord ; asalfo huw the ſame Apoſtle clearly profeſlcth, that he and 
his fellow officers were onely to be reputed as miniſters and ambaſſa- 
doxrs of Chriſt, to whom therefore in the exequution of their of 
fice it was not permitted to do, or {; 


peak the leaſt rhing, which they 
had not in charge from him, it is unto mea matter of great ſcruple, 
and conlcicnce , to depart one hair-breadth ( extraordinaric acci- 
dents ever excepted) fiom their pradtiſe,& inſtitution, in any thing 


truely cccleliaſticall, though never ſv {mall in it (elf : whatſoever, 


by whomſoever, and with what colour ſoever is inventcd,and im- 
poſed ; touching the government of the church which is the houſe 
© Tim. 3» <PAtabernacle of the living God, And a partner in this faith I do bope 


ro live » 


(37) | 
eo live, and dic, and to appear before Icfus Chriſt, with bouldnes in 
that great and fearfull day of his coming. + 1 | 

I add, that ſeeing the Chriſtian congregation as the ſpouſe of 
Chriſt, free, and ingenuous, hath che eG whoſoeyer , 
as Chriſt Ieſus her houſbands , ſo alſo her ſervants for leſis ſake , 


=» 


to whom for their labour ſhee oweth wages for releif and mainte- 

nance 3 Conlidecing alſo how much ic makes both to whet on the 

diligence of the miniſters, and to inforce the diligence of the peo» 

a: whilſt theſe on the one ſide conſider with themſelvs, how they 

have them ct over them, whom aboyec others them(elys have liked, 

and madechoice of ;: and'they on the other fide , that they are ſer 
over thoſe by whom they before others were made choice of , and 
eleted : that which Cyprian hath, ſeemeth moft equall, and of in- 
ſticurion morall, and unchangeable , that the commonaltie fearing God 

& keeping his commanndements , ſhould have the fpeciall hand either in © Fes 

chuſing of worthie Preiits, or miniſters , or of rejetting the unworthie : ; 

| which alſo, faith he, we ſee to be founded upon divine authoritie. 

The tame is to be held of excommunication. Seeing that it be- 
hooveth the Chriſtian mulrirudero avoide the fellowſhip of the cx- 
communicated not onely in the courſe of religion , but even in 
common, and familiar conyerfation (the rights of nature, familie , 

' and common wealth ever Kept inviolated) : and that whom yeſter- 

day I was to repute a brother ncar, and dear in Chriſt , to morrow , 


Rd. Atredn EX £4 <8 - 


2 Cor.4,5» 


whom under Chriſt ſhe truſterh with her eternall ſalvation, and un- - ap — 


c<h.5,17;28, 


I muſt hould as an Heathen, and Pxublican , and as, for the deſtruttion cp 8, 
of the fleſh, delivered to Sathan : who is ſo unequall 2 judg , as not to x Corinth. 


think it a moſt equall thing, that the multitude ſhould clearly , and 
undoubtedly take knowledg both of the heynouſnes of the crime, 
and incorrigeable contumacic of the perſon, after the uſe of all 
means, and remedies for reclayming hum. This if it be not done, 
then doth not the church hecein live by her own, but by her officers 
faith;neither are her governers to be reputed as fervants, but Lords 
unto her ; neither do they exerciſe their office popwlarilie in the church 
as they ought, but tyrannicallie, as they ought not , by Chriſoſtoms 


verdit. His words ace theſe, He who bears himſelf upen an externall Chriſo't. in 
and worldly power, becauſe he rules legally ,and that men muſt of neceſſutie *pii. to Tit, 


obey bim, doth oft tinsts, and thas not Without cauſe , exerciſe amthoritie 
S 4 againſt 


(38)) 
rainſtthe.wvill, and wel-liking of his ſubiet;7. But on the other ſide, by 
——_ be over thoſe, who 7.0m ſubmit 'uitto hins and can him 
thank,aud yet Will preſume to do things as himſelf liketh,& as if he Were 
| fo give ucrount to none other thereof, that mar ratther exerciſeth his a> 
thor. tie tyrannically then popularly. _. , 1.11 7 
 , - The Lord God put ir mo thie hearts of thoſe who bear greateſt 
{way in the reformed churches, to indedvour the) furniſhing ot the 
ſame with fuch Elders, as may both fully, and conſtantly , and pv- 
pularly, diſcharge their place, for the peace of their own cunſciet» 
ccs before God, the edification of the Churches over which they 
are (ct, as alſo for the'abatcingy if notabolifting ; of thatcomtempt 
in which Prelariſts, and ſupercilious perſons utc to hould thete lay 
Elders, as they call them. | | | 
Bur now leſt any ſhould take occaſion, cither by the things here 
ſpoken by us, orels where of us, to conceave , that we cither cxer- 
Ciſc amongſt our ſelvs, or waule thruſt upon others, any popular, 
or demoecraticall Church-government'; ray it pleaſe the Chriſtian 
Reader to make cſtimate of both our judgment,and-practiſc in this 
point, according to thele three declarations following. 


Firſt, we belcev, that the externall- C hurch-government. under 


See Bolin © FCbriſt the onely mediatour, and monarch thereof is plainly ariſto- 
Commoney. Craticall, and to be adminiftred by ſome certain cho:ce men , al- 


3% 1, chap, though the ſtate, which manie unſkilfully confouud with the go» - 


vernment, be aftcr a ſurt popular,and democraricall. By this it ap- 
perteyns to the people freely to vore in cleftions and judgments 
of the church : in refpe& of the other we make account, ir be- 
1Cor.12.28 hoves the Elders to govern the people even in their yoting in juſtli- 
x Tim. 5, 17 bertic, given by Chriſt whatſoever; Ler the Elders publiquely pro- 
Heb.1z,17, pound, and order all things in the church, & ſo give their ſentence 
on them ; letthem reprove them that ſin,convince the gain- ſayers, 
comfort the repentant,and fo adminiſter all things according to the 
preſcript of Gods word: Let the people of Fark » give their aſſent 
ro their Elders holy and lawfull adminiſtration : that ſo the eccle- 
ſiaſticall eletions, and cenſures may be ratified , and pur into ſo- 
lemn exequution by the Elders, eytherin the ordination of officers 


_—_ cle&ion, or excommunication of offenders aftcr obſtinacic in 
It, | | 


2. We 


3 T 


(39) /* | 
2. We doubt not buttliat the Elders both lawfully may,andne- 


ce{acily ought, and that by: verrue of their office, ro meer apartat AR. 20,20. 


' times from the bodie of the Church, to deliberate of ſuch things as 


concern her welfatc, as for the preventing of things unnectſlarie , 
ſo for the preparing (according tujuſt vrder ):of things necellarie', 
ſo as publiquely, and before the people , they may be proſequured 
with moſt conveniencie, and leak rcouble that may'be... , 
3. By the people whole libertic, and right in voteing we thus 
zyow., and ſtand'for zin matters truly publ:queand- ecclehiafticall , 
we do not underſtand (as it hath pleaſed: fore contameliouſlyto 
upbraid us.) women, / and children: but onely'meny and them 
grown, and of diſcretion: making account,that as children by their , @,, ,, - 
nonage, ſo women by their (ex aredebarred ofthe uſe of authotitie ;,, 35. : 
in theChurch. RIVTYT yy " e VR BEN WISELY e* Ab 14% | zTim, 2,12; 


5 
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T- ſcemerh not withouw all leven of ſuperſtizion {>;3hat the: Nuch 
reformed Churches do obſery certain dayes conſecrated az holy 
ro the Nativity , Reſurrection , and Aſcention of Chriſt, and the 
ſamealſo(as it commonly comes to palle where humain devices are 
rcared up by the lide of divine inſtitutions ) much more holy then 


the Lords day , by him hiraſclfgappoynted. 
7; by im png 


T 4 
I j 
1 101J0C / 


And for this , firſt we are tau oles, thus ſpeaking _ 
the people of I{racl in the name gf tbe Lord, 1 Verity, proSabbaths 
Je ſball beep: fo wo ſigne baiWeen me and ley, 6 ON genera- Exod. 31,13 
tions that ye may know that I lim the Dord* that doth ſanttifie you, that 
it appertayns unto God alone (and to no man, or Angel) as to 
ſancifie whether peifor', ”6r thingy" f6 eovinditlee the hyries 


means of ſan&ification ;- of whickinumber holy diyesart. (Tidy Af 
the Lord as Jehovah, ' and the Got 6Þ hi) people ParP;"andfi- p11 
pream Lawgiver , do ordeyn the fan&tifeation-of day in the de- -:, = * 
calboue'- koWir #hould: Gods (ayants be;%epther oe: 
G70 rom 


os 


F, 


. Verſaric memoriall (and the ſame moſt ſo 
EE ſame reſurtedtion,, orb ro obſerve it. © 


rather to the birth , cireonicifion , &E 


(409 
from takeing this honour of God unto themſclyes 'by commaund- 


nga holy Fn 3: or ſubjects by obſerving i it to give e fame unto 


any other {ave God alone 2? | 

« -2: It was not the leaſt part of Iſracls defe@tion , fcſt in the wit 

dernes » afterwards under Jeroboane 3 that they ordeyned « feaſt to 

lTchovah , whom they reprelerited to themlelys by the goulden 

calvs which they -had made. 

- 3- . Seeing 'that. cvery firſt day, of the weeke ( called by Ioho the 

Lords day ) is conſecrated by, Chriſt himafelf apd his Apoſtles ro the 

memoriall of Chriſts reſurrection » 'and Gods ſolemn worſhip ; ie 

ſeems roo much'for aniemortall man to appoint, or make an anni 
x 4 hom and ſacred ) ofthe 


Laſtly,that yow may ſee it was a man., from whoms this device came; 
end ſoerred, as one ſaith (not to meddle with the unccrtain- 
tic either of the day-of the-month , or month of the yeare in 
which Chriſt was born, as it is moſt certain on the contraric that, 
this 25 of December cannot 'be the time , what guod reaſon (1 
would know )can berendred , why a # day ſhould be conſecrated 

cenſion of Chriſt, then 
to his death , ſecing that the Scriptures cycry where do aſcribe our 
redetnprion. ot Gene to his _ > Fn mirror in {poi 


manner {£91 
aides Fowl -h, "CHAP. yr. Fe V0 
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8 bly: and wat; wo canpot alone ro the = a opiion 
and practile; anſwerable in- the Reformed Churches , by 

which - Paſtours thereof do celebrate! marriage poblique'y , "and 
Tim.z,r6, Þy vertue of their office :, becauſe 


1 Thy boly Seripture divinely mſpired, that the men of God, yrs 


_ 
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> 


(41) 
is the miniſter , nay be perfitly furniſhed to ood work , doth no 
where furniſh or 0 als hay ro Fencd aru 

2. Marriage doth properly and imediately appertein to the fa- 
mily , ( whichis primarily framed of man, and Wife ) and Citties , Kicherm, cunſ” 
and other poliricall bodics conſiſting of manie familyes. Seconda- phjl.&/p.28, 
cily , and mediately ro the common wealth ; and publique gover- ns 
ners of the ſame: who therefore weighing their office , and what 
conccrneth them doe accordingly , in the low countries , come- 
lily , and in good order ty that knott of marriage amongſt ſuch 
theire ſubjedts , as require itat their hands. Neither did-God as a 
miniſter joyn in marriage our hiſt parents ( as ſome would make © 1, 27. 
him ) bur as their common father by righr of creation , and the &,,' 5.0 
chief maifter of the marriage : neither ought the Paſtours office to pare. « of : 
be {treched ro anie others afts then thoſe of religion , and ſuch as mer. 


are peculiar to chriſtians : amongſt which marriage {common to ron yer 
Gentiles as well, as tothem ) hath no place. ONDEE Þ4- 


Laſtly, conſidering how popiſh ſuperſtitition hath ſo far pre- 

vailed , ay: marriage in the Romiſh church hath gott a room a- 
moneſt the ſacraments , truly, and properly ſo called , and by Chriſt the Trident. conn, 
ar ries z the fry army ns hs 1 DOES firit canon = 
patrons, and conlorrs of that ſuperſtition will have fo tyed to the - by ry 2 
prieſts fingers , rhar, by the decree of Evariſtas the firſt ,. they account of = as" 
the marriage no better then inceſtwons , which the pricFt conſecrates of thngs.s ,5. 
not ; itthe more concerns the reverend' brethren , and Paſtours 
of the reformed Churches to ſee unto it, thar by their prattile they 
neither doe , nor ſcem to advantage this popiſh errour.. 
And theſeare the points of our diftcrence fro the Belgick churches: 
which are neither (o ſmall ; as that they deferv to be neglected, e(- 
pecially of them unto whom nothing ſcemcth ſmall 3 which pro- 
ceeds from the gracious either mouth or ſpirit of the Lord lefus: 
nor yet ſo great, as to dilloly the bond of -brotherly charitic , and 
communion. | | 

If any now ſhal object, rhar there are yet other things beſide theſe, 
in which we conſort nor ſo well with them,nor they with us; as for 
example, 1. Inthe ſandtification of the Lords day , in which we 
ſeem even ſuperſtitiouſly rigid . 2. In a certain popular exercilc of 


propheſi amongſt us: | 3+ Inour diſlike of the publique T _ 
| F ples 
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(42) 
ples , and ſundry other indifferent things , as they are termed ; be- 
lides, that we are accuſed by ſome for not having in due eſtimation 
the magiſtrates authoritie in_matrers of religion ; I do anſwere, 
and firſt, that in the two firſt of theſe, the ſame Churches do 
not differ from us in judgment, butin | +, ; as appears evident- 


ly by the Harmonie of the Belgick, Synods lately publiſhed by S.R, 
of hs former of a — —_ of the Fine book,teſtifieth 
in bis Preface to the Reader , that the Synod held at Middleborongh in 
Zeland, 1 581. did ſupplicate unto the magiſtrate , that by bis axthoritie 
be Would decree the ſantlification of the Lords day , aboliſhing the mani> 
fould abuſes thereof. That ſanCification then of the Lords day which 
the reformed churches do endeavour unto, and deſire to have fors 
tificd by the magiſtrates authoritie, that we (conſidering itas imme- 


| diatcly impoſcd by Chriſtupon his churches) by the grace of God, 


Math. ,18. 


labour to perform, being thereunto induced by thele , amongſt 
other reaſons, | 


t 
th ” We 


CHAP. VIL 
Of the ſan&ification of the Lords day. 


P itbe ſanQification of the Sabboth is a part of the Dec | 


logue, or morall law, written in tables of ſtone by the finger of 
God : of which Chriſt our Lord pronounceth , that no one jote, 
or title ſhall paſſe away. Now if it be unpoſſible for one title of the 
law to be diſolved, much more for a whole word, or commande- 
ment, and one of ten ; by which it ſhould come!ro palle,that Chri- 
ſtians now werenot to count of ten commandements of the moral 
law, but uf nyne onely. 


If reply be made that the fourth commandement is ſo ceremo- 
niall, that notwithſtanding it hath this morall in it, that ſome tyme 
be alligned, and taken for the publique miniſteric,and exerciſes of 
religion, I anſwer ; | v0; | 

1- That the ſame may be ſaid in generall, of the Moſaicall ceres 
monics whatfoeyer : all, and cycric one whereof affoardeth _ 

| | thing 
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| (43) 
thing morall. For inſtance, The Moſaicall Temple, or Tabernacle 
" Þ had this morall init, and perteyning to us , as well as to the Ifſrac- 
1 F lites,that irwasa fit and convenient place for the Church afſerably. 
* ÞÞ Is therefore the precept for the tabernacle as well morall,as that for 
? Þ theSabboth? Is iralike a part of the decalogue , and morall law 2 £x9d-25,& 
- © Isitalike oneof the ten Commandements ? | bf _ 
X - 2, If the morall ſanctification of the Sabboth ſtand in this, that 
dB ſometime be aſſigned to the-publique'miniſteric, then were the Il- 
p raclites, eſpecially the preiſts, and Levites , bound to an eyerie day 
F fabboth and ſanification morall , being bound everie day to offer 
” Þ inthetabernacle, and temple, nwo young lambs, the one at morning, the Num. 29,384 
LH ar evening for a daylis ſacrifice. | 
; 3. If the iccond pteceptot the Decalogue do inthe affirmar've 
part injoyn all outward inftitured worſhip of God z then alſo by 
conſequence it requires ſome ſet time(as a naturall circumſlance ab- 
| ſolutely necellaric to everie finite attion )' in which the ſame wor- 
ſhip is to be performed. In vain then is the fourth-commandement, 
and to no purpoſe, if it injoyn nothing at all, but that which was 
injoyned before, namely in the ſecond. 
4. The verie cflence of the fourth commaundment conliſts in 
this, that a day of ſcaven be kept holy; that'is ſeparated from com- 
mon uſe, and conſecrated ro God ,* its whichas in'aholy day the 
works of divine worſhip , and ſuch as ſerve for the ſpirituall man 
- Ought to be exerciſed, as appears plainly by the reaſon taken from 
Gods example, upon which the commandement is founded. Take 
this away, and the lifc of the precepr' feemerh roduffer violence. .* 
The'tculy godly take ſome tyme for the'exerciles of Gods worihip 
not onely-publique, and Ecclcfiaſticall, but private alſo,and dome- 
ſtical]: yea in their cloſets,as Chriſt teacheth. Y ct are not thele either 
times , or places, in which ſuch things are done , then others are. 
Eyther therefore a dayin it {elf muſt beholy ; by divine inſticur.on, 
or the Decalogne is maymed in the fourth commandement. - 
Bur you will doubrlefſe object the change made fromthe [:ſt 
daie,to the firſt day of the week. I anſwer, 1. that change is mecr- 
ly cireumſtantiall, & in which alſo the eflence of the precept is not 
aboliſhed, but eſtabliſhed. As for example./ God promitcd unto 
cluldren duly honowring their parents a long lift in thats land ( To wit of Ex:d, 20. oy 
: F 2 anaan ed. 


( 44) 1 | 
Canaan, then to be poſſeſſed by his people ) which the Lerd thy Gad 
gave wnto them, The ſame promilc by the Apoſtles teſtimome ſtil 
Fobeſ. 6,2. ſtands good to obedient children, though out of Canaan , and in 
another land , ſo doth the ſame precept ſtznd in force for the ſan» 
Ctikcation of the fabboth, though remoyed to another of the ſeyen 
daycs by the Lords hand. 

2, Itis cvident that this alteration was made both upon weigh- 
tic ground, and warrantable authoritie. The ground is Chriſt our 
2 Cor. 8,x9 Saviours refurreftion from the dead : in which mans new oreation 
(atleaſt in reſpe& of Chriſt working the fame'in the ſtate of humi- 
liation for that end undertaken)was perfected: a new Kinde of king- 
Luke 7, 28. dome of God, after a fort eſtabliſted ; and » as the Scriptures ſpeak, 
all things made new. And why notalſo a new ſabboth after a fon? 
in which yer notwithſtanding the former ( 8s the creation alſo by 

Chriſt) is not lo properly aboliſhed, as perfited. 
The authoritic upon which this change leancth , is no leſſethen 
of Chriſt himſelf : who', fuſt , by word of mouth fur the fortie 
Qayes after his reſurreCtion, rawght the diſciples the things, which ap 
* rom AR perteyned to the kingdom of God , that is , as Calvin faith , whatſoever 
"od "20, xg {ings they publiſhed either by Word or Yriting afterward. 2. By his 
26. example, or fact, ferting himſclf.in the migdeſt of the ſame his 
_ 24,36 Apoſtles, the firft day of the Week, and as Junius faith, everie eigh 
-- "qe Gn Jay , till bis aſcenſion mts heaven : & therein not onely blcfling thaw 
J with his bodily, but much more, with his ſpirituall, and that ſpeci» 
all preſence, | $, By his ſpirit ſpeaking in his Apoſtles, wholc of- 
Mat.28,18, fice it was to teach hrs diſciples to obſery What chings ſoever he had com 
Ati.20,26. manded them , and to declare unto them the Whole counſasl of God: wha 
: C47. 1{o intheir whole miniſtration were to be reputed none other then 
the miniſters of Chriſt , and laſtly wholc both wricing($& preachings 
1Cor. 14,37 3<cordingly ) cyen about order and camline to be kept in the church 
cxCcrciſes were the commanadements of the Lord Jeſus. Agreable here- 
unto it was, that the Apoſtle Pax! coming to Traas,and there with his 
AR. 20,66, companie abid ng ſeven dayes , he did not till the firſt day of the week 


27» - (which yet was the laſt of the ſeven ) call together the diſciples toe 
bread, that is to communicate in the Lords tupper, Hereuponal- 
x Cer. 26, {0 it was, that the ſame Apoſtle ordeyned, that oneverie fiſt day of 


the week, as 0 aday lanctiticd for the holie alſemblics ; and hinth 


; for 


- __— PREY th. _ «as a "oY «© 


(45) 

for moſt effeuall provocations to the ſupplying of the neceſſities 
of the poore Saints, everie one of the richer fort, ſhould lay ſomething 
apart, as God had bleſſed him, for the releif of the Churches in Syriaz 
at that tyme opprefled with great penurie, and want. Laſtly upun 
none other ground bur this, was this day, by Iohn the Apoſtle, na- 
med expreſly the Lords day, as being conlecrated to the returretion Rev. r. 166 
and ſ{cryice of the Lord leſus : for which end allo it was kept in 1214t- 4d 
the primitive Churches, as appearcth by moſt ancient and authen- ans 
tick writers. Neyther did Pathmos more diſtin&ly denote a certain Apoli2. 
and known Iland, and Jebw a certain and known perſon , then did Tertull, de 
the Lords day a day certain , and known eſpecially unto Chriſtians , ou i. 
unto whom the Apoſtlewrote. Whercunto allo agreeth that of mo _ 4 
Auftin , This Lords day is therefore 0 called,becauſe on that day the Lord þ your. de 
roſe again, or that by the verie name it might teach 1 , how it ought to be _ Apott. 
conſecrated to the Lord. ſer. 15. 

The ſecond reaſon is , becauſe the ſanctification of the Sabboth 
(the circumſtantial change notwithſtanging ) doth as well belong 
to us in our times, as to the LI{raclites in theirs 3 whether we reſpect 
the Reaſon of the commandement, or the end. The reaſon is taken 
from the example of God himſelf, who reſted the ſeventh day from 
the works of creation. Theends are , 1,that we framing our {elys 
to Gods example , after ſux daies ſpent in ſervile works, or works 
of acquitition, might reſt the ſeayenth. 2. That we might recount 
w:th our (eclys, not oncly with thankfull, bur alſo cumpoſcd hearts, 
as the creation of man, and of all other things for mans good,lo al- 
{o his re-creation, & renovation clearly ſhincing in the refurretion 1Pet. 1,3 
of Chriſt from the dead, 3. That (equeſtring our hearts,tongues, 
and hands from everic ſervile work ( ſo far as humain infirmiticEſay 58,13. 
will bear) we might conſccrate unto God acertain and fer time, & 
day, for the works of pictic towards him , and of charitic towards 
men. And albcit the ſtate of Iſracil of ould compared with ours, g,g.4,r. 
was childiſh, and elementaric, and {o needed the more helps both 
for reſtraint, and ſupportance ;/ yet have not we atreyned to ſuch 
manlike perfe&tion, as that we need none at all ju this kinde. 

And (not to meddle with the rable of Chriſtians, whole averſnes 
from the due fand&tification of this day gives no obſcure teſtiwonie, 


that the ſame js acted, & of God,from which their prophane _— 
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yerſation ſo much abhorreth) how behooffull , and neceſſarie it is 
for the true worſhippers of God, that for ſome certain, and whole 
day they ſhould emprtie , and diſburden their hearts of their earthly 
cares (though in themſclves lawfull) rhat fo they might wholy con- 
ſecrate themſclys ro God, publiquely in his houſe, and privarcly in 
their own ; partly by preparivg themſelys , and theirs for the pub- 
lique worſhip, and miniſtrie,& partly by calling ro minde in them- 


ſclvs, and inſtructing, and examining of thoſe which belong unto 


them,as they ought,touching the _ which they have publique- 
ly heard ; as allo in meditateing of the moſt glorious works of 
Gods hands, the verie cxpericnce of eycrie godly, and dcyout man 
may teach him. He that ſels himſelfco the holy , and ſcyere obſcr- 
vation of this the Lords Sabboth , rwrning away his foot from the Sab- 
both,not to do that Wherin he I the Lords holy day,& calling 
the Sabboth a delight,the holy of the Lord, & honowrable,and ſhall henonr 
him, not doing his own Way, nor performing his oven pleaſure , or feak- 
ng his ow Words ; then ſbat he delight himſelf in the Lord, and he wull 
cauſe him to ride upon the high placts of the earth , and feed him With the 
heritage of lacob hus father,becauſe the month of the Lord hath fpoken tt: 
Where as on the contrarie , no man duth: or can negleCt the ſame 
withourapparent prejudice and wrong to pictic , and goodnes both 
in himſelf, and thoſe under him. To let paſle other things , how 
eaſily doth this thought ſteal into the heart not thoroughly pertwa- 
ded of the holynes of this day 2 what now! There is in the day no 
holynes by Gods appointment, fave onely , as in ir, the publique 
ſermons of the church with prayer, and thankſgiving ate to be fre- 
quented, and performed': for me to be preſent at everic ſermon z 


{peciallie made in the cittie, both'onthe Lords day , and everic 0- 


ther day of the week, my ſpeciall calling , and worldly affairs will 


nor permit: Belides, it were veric commodious for me on this 


+ Lords day, to make an end of ſuch or ſuch a work which I hayein 


this week in theſe things , I will certainly, andarhe furtheſt, the 


hand, to deal in ſuch a bulines, to undertake (ſuch a journey 3 And 
what ſhould hinder me from fo doing? Bur provided alwaics,up- 
on this condition, that look what this day wants, the morrow , or 
next day ſhall plentifully ſupply: or, if it fo fall out, thorough 
mine importunate bueſines , that 1 bee ſomethinos more behinde 


next 
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next week be ſo much the r.o:e frequent in them, and ſo make 
God, and my ſoul amends. And why (as is the guiſe of ill debters) 
will not men defice, and take longer day,cyen to months, and years 


” 


alſo ? —_—_— how on the one {de the heart of man is dayly 


faſter taken & held by the bait of worldly profit, and pleaſure; and 
on the other, leſle aftectioned to Gods holy word, by the leſle fre» 
quent hearing of it, And hence, alafle , comerh it to paſle , that 
true pictie languiſherh ſo much in the moſt, 'and with it tuch other 
chriſtian vertues as uſe to accompanie it. Hence flow thole tears 
of ſorrow, and lamenting, which no true chiiſtian caſting his eyes 
upon the ceformed churches can forbear. 

The third Reaſon is taken from that Apoſtolicall determination 


( wreſted by many to a contrarie meaning ) Colofl; 2, 16,17, Let Cole. 2, 
no man therefore judg you in meat, or arink_, or in reſpett of a feaſt or 16.17». 


new moone, or ſabbaths; which are the ſhadoWy of good things to come , 
but the bodie is Chriſt, Whence it appeareth more then plainly , 
that onely thoſe ſabþoths arc aboliſhed by Chriſts comeing in the 
fleſh, which were types and figures of Chriſt ro come, of which 
ſortas there were nota few inſtituted of Gud by Moſes, ſo doth 
this Apoſtle here, and el{where ſufficiently declare the abrogatcing, 
and aboliſhing of the ſame by Chriſt. Bur that the Sabborth, of 
which wenow (peak comes in that reckoning we plainly deny. 

For, 1, In its primary inſtitution Gen. 2. there can nothing be 
found not wholy morall. Let a man haycing many cies as Argus , 
ſcarch the ſame with a candle , he ſcekes (as we lay )a knot ina 
bulcuſh, if hethink to find in it any cither ſhadow of Chriſt , or 
ſhidow of ſhadow. If any ſhall except , that God by Moles did 
enjoyn unto the Iſraelites the ſanctification of this day , that it might 


be a ſigne between bim , and 7ſrael throughout their * arrgry » that Ex0d.31,13, 


they might knoW , that he is the Lord that doth ſanitiſie them, 1 do an» 
ſwer, hiſt, inthe words of Arminius , that the Reaſon upon which 


God did afterwards commend unto his people , the ſanttification of the on dip. 
" ſabboth becanſe it was a ſigne bet\Wveen God and his people , that it Was priv. p.186, 
lehovah that ſanttified them , may be Fe tothe times of the neW 187. | 


teſtament, & further with them alſq the ſabhoths ſanthification. 2. Admit 
that this uſe were ceremoniall , and typicall in the fourth comman- 


dement , yet were there nv force in the conlequence from one end 
and 


Giu, 49, 3» 


Gal, 3.8,16, 
17. 
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& uſe rypicall, and ceremoniall, ſuperinduced, and brought in vp- 


on the precept , to prove the prcceptit ſelf ceremoniall , and ry- 
picall in the inſtirutzon, By the ſame reaſon it way be «firmed, 
that both the Covenant of God made with Abraham , 7 willbe thy 
God, and the God of thy ſeed, as allo the right of the firſt born , tora 
double port.on , & manic things more of like conlideration, were 
merely ceremoniall , and-rypicall , {ceing that even unto them alſo, 
were annexed, and that by Gods appointment , divers typicall , 
and temporall reſpects : vf which notwithſtanding none tountly 


minded will deny , that the one is cuangelicall, and rhe other na- 


eurall, 3. Conlidering that the obſervation of this ſabboth was 
either injoyncd ( asI perſwade wy ſelf ir was from Gen.2,1 2,3, 
& Exod.16,26,30. )to Adam , in innocency and not yer nceding 
Chriſt; oratleaſt, that the reaſon of the inſtitunon did fit the 
Nate of innocencie as well , as ir did the Iſraclites afterward I doc 
undoubtedly conclude , that the ſame Sabboth in the primarie, 
and cflenriall inſtitution thereof is not to come upon Ts file, 
which as the ſhadows of future things had Chriſt for the body. 
Fourthly, I arbue from that premonition of Chriſt Math. 24,20, 
Pray that your flight be not in winter nor on the Sabboth. 1am not ig- 
norant how the moſt divincs both ancient, and later do under- 
ſtand this ſermon (2s Chriloſtom laith ) as made of the'[ewes ; leeing 


Chriſoft. bom that , as the ſame authour hath it , meither the Apoſtles did obſerv 
77. x Mat. 


the Sabboth day, neither yet Were they in Indea when theſe things were 
done of the Romans : many of them having departed this life » and the 
reſt ( if anie ſurvived ) having beftoWwed themſelvs in other places. But 
( with due reverence to them all be it ſpoken ) it ſcemeth by the 
rextto be otherwiſe. For 1. Chriſt made not this ſermon to rhe 


- ewes, as Iewes, but to his diſciples, and thoſe alone, and the 


ſame comming unto him ſecretly to be taught by him : whom he fore- 
warned in the fame place how that firit at the hands of the lewes in 
Iudea, and after, of the Gentiles eyery where, they ſhould be c- 
vill intreated for his names fake. v.3,4,9.25,26. with Luke 21. 
12. Secondly, our Saviour in laying Pray ye » makes ir plain, rliar 
that he ſpeaks of them, and their aſſociates unto whom he 
ſpeakes, to wit, Chriſtians. Laſtly how could it be that Chriſt, 
who by his death '( now drawing ſo ncare as that there was but a 
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ſtep unto it ) was to abrogate, 2nd aboliſh all Iewiſh ceremonies , 
and ſhadowes , ſhould lo carefully provide for the fo religious ob- 
{ervation of a ſhadowiſk, and ccremoniall ſabboth : and that nor for 
a day vr two , butfor fo many yeares after the' fame his death ; 
Could anic thing more weightie be ſpoken by Chrilt , or which 
could more deeply imprint in the hearts of men a religious regard 
of the Sabboth , then that ir behooved them to obtein by prayer at 
Gods hands, that they might not be conſtceined unto that thing 
although permitted them of God in caſe of, urgent neceflitie, 
which might violate and interrupt the publique , and {olemn f(anc- 
tihcation thereof ; Ir is true then which Chriloſtome ſaith , 'thar 
the Apoſtles did not obſery the Sabboth , to wit, Iewiih ; but the Chris 
ſtian Sabboth , orLords day they did undvubredly celebrate. 

The fifr and laſt Reaton may be fercht from the veric Gentiles 
themlelvs , who directed by the glimps of the light of nature, how 
darkly ſoever ſhincing in them , had their holy daies, and ſome of 


the ſame ſuch, as in which not {© much as the pleading , and deter- Var 19 3. 


mining of ſuites were admitted, It {cemerh naturall, that fume day, 
and morail that tome day certain,agd diſtin&t,be facred unto God : 


and the ſame (as Iunius faith ) every ſeaventh day ) : in which men ,,,;,. ., 
forbearing all ſervile works , may conſecrate , and give themlelvs Gy, 2, 2. 


to God in the duties of pictie , and of. charitie to men. Which 


wy 


with what hinderance unto the one , and other is eycrie where neg- 


le&Qed, can carte cither be uttered , or conceaved. For what mar- 
yail if upon the over{lipping of the moſt (calonable (ecd-time , a 
ſlender ons follow ; or that ( the market day being neglected ) 
pun of proviſion ſhould be found in the family ; We chriſt ans 

vethe Lords day by the Lord Chriſt alligned us for the excrcitcs 


of pietic, and mercic , in which he offers, and cxhibirs himwiclt 


in the fruits of his gracious. preſence ina ſingular manner to be 
ſeen, and injoyed of his, religiouſly obſerving the ſame. Lerusat 
no hand ( as alike unmindfull of Gods ordinance and mans infic- 
mitic ſuffer)the fruit of ſucha benefit ro dy in our hands : bur let 
us accordingly acknowledg the \{ame jn thought, word, and 


, 


Work , to his honour , and our own good, 


G 43 CHAP: 


<= hu | ESI > os 5.1 rag ls Irs 1-71 97- 


| 
j 
! 
i 


W S i _—_— « Boyd's 
__ —_—_— 4 k my - 
£m no Sus wa ne Int tn 


__—__ 


- - : . - ” dn. Cali - An 
ee +—> - - in Sans Arne ers. > nr, | 6 3.4 Wo IRR AB a,» . = 
\, VI nite ont, 42 4 GAS War HA OP AI TEA OE A 97 5 G09 A OO Se, 9 9 gs 9, TRI Rn 4s 2 


d >; 


- — — 


(50) 
CHAP. VIII. 
Of the exerciſe of Propbece. 


T Here are they (whoſe names I forbear, for their credits ſake) 
who have not ſpared, and that in their publique writings , to 
lay to our charge, that we will necds have all , and cveric member 
of the Churcha Prophet , and ro prophelie publiquely. With 
what mindes they ler looſe their tongues to utter theſe , and manie 
mo moſt falſc and abſurde vituperies againſt us, we leay it to God 
to judg, who knoweth : with what conſcience, and dAert of cre» 
dit therein, unto thee (Chriſtian Reader )into whoſe hands this our 
$95, An ſhall come, | 


We learn from the Apoſtle Paul 1 Cor. 14, 3. that he __ 


pheſicth,#þeaketh unto men to edification,exhortation, & comfort : W 
ro 060m conveniently, and as becomes the church-atlemblie,we 
make accuunt comes within the compalle but of a few of the mul- 
tirude 3 happily rwo.or three in cach of our churches, contidering 
their weak, and depreſſed eſtate. Touching prophclie then we 
think the yeric ſame, that the Synode held at Embden 1 571 hath 
| decreed. in theſe words. .i. 71 ll churches, Whether but fringing up, 
” = ud, grown to ſome ripents , let the order of propbeſie be obſerved, according 
, Y MS'*" ro Pauls inſtitution. 2.. Into the fellowſhip of this Work. are to be admitted 
not onely the miniſters, but the teachers too, as alſo of the Elders and Dea+ 
cons, yea even of the multitude, Which are willing to confer their gf res 
ceaved of God , to the common wtilitie of the Church : bus ſo as they firſt 
be allowed by the judgment of the miniſters, and others, And as the A- 
2 Cor. 4, 13, poſtle lomer'mes laid, we beleev, and therefore we 5feak,, to becaule 
we beleey with the Belgick churches, that this exercilc is to be ob= 
Luke 2,46, {erved in all congregations, therefore we alſo obſcry itin ours, Of 


47,@«<.4, this our both faith & praftite, we have theſe amongſt other ſpeciall 


IS,16, AA. 1 
EINED foundations. 


19, 20, 2r, Thefirſt weferch fromghe examples in the Iewiſh church, where 
& th.1;, «4 libertic both for teaching and diſputing publiquely both in temple 
15 15.&. and ſynagogue, was freely givento all gifted accordingly , without 


4 ye = 23» reſpect had to any office. 


If 
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If any object; that the examplcs of Chriſt , and the Apoſtles in 
this caſe are incompetent, ſceing that Chriſt was furniſhed with his 
own, and the Apoliles with his authoritie; he alledgeth that which 
js true in itſelf, but ro {mall purpoſe 3 conſidering we lay nor our 
foundation in this, that Chriſt and his Apoſtles ſo dd ; bur in thar 
libertie{o to do , was alwaics, and in all places graunted, & ſome- 
times offcred them. This libertie rhey obreyned nor. by the au- 
thoritic of Chriſt, which the Rulers of the Synagogues & Temple 
vo more acknowledged then they did Chriſt himſelf : bur by the 
order then receaved , and til] continued to this day amongſt the 
lewes,that they whom with the Scriptures they call wiſe men,with- 14, 18, r8. 
out all regard of publique office, having any Word of exhortation to 

: | 4 Mat. 23,34» 
the people, ſhould ſay on, as we have it written Act. 13, 23, Where- | 
unto 1 ad, that divers of them in whom we inſtance were furniſhed Ws 


' with no ſuch authoritie ſpecially from Chriſt. 


The ſecond we take from the Apoſtle Paul 1 Cor. 14. where ro 
the full, be informcth the church ar Corinth of the order of that - K 
exerciſe, which they had formerly violated. Which Whole order (ac- —_ <= 
cording to Beza) is apparently taken from the receaved cuſtom in the pub] ab{ol. ecr- 
Jewiſh Synagogues. Which cuſtom {laith Peter Martyr ) ſecins it Was of nonems. 
onld both good and laudable i the ſynagogues of the Tewes , rhe eApoſtle ©'*- ys 
diſdeyns not to tranſfer it to the church of Chriſt. of whichallo he ren- V*- "”o 
ders this reaſon, becarſe it Was not a legall ceremonie', but ſervs to the 
eaification of the Church. If this be 1o , then muſt rhey necds take 
their marks amiſle , who. imagine that the Apoſtle in this place 
caks of the extraordinarie gift , and exerciſc of propheſic. - And 
hough it be not like, that the Church of Corinth was , in that (o 
plenteous effuſion of the gifts of the {pirir , alcogether deſtitute of 
extraordinaric Poon , ycr that the Apoſtle did not in that place 
aimeat them,may be proved by manie mo,and theſame(as I think) 


firm arguments drawn from the ſelf ſame rexr. Which that I may 

do the more commodioully, the prudent reader mult call ro minde, 

that #pon the foundation of the extraordinarie prophets , as well as of the Eph. 2,20. 
veric Apoſtles, the church us built 3 and that that. myſterie of Chriſt , by y,, , 7 
the fpirit immediately , and infalliblic inlighrning their minde , was 

In the fame manner,though not in all in the lame degree, revealed to 

them, and the other. , 
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This ſo conſidered, 1, Itſcems altogether unprobable , that (6 
manie Prophets of this ranke ( although inferiour in gifts ) ſhould 
have bcen found in that one {mall congregation , as the Apoſtle t- 
ſinuates yer. 24329,3 1, that Corinrith had. 

2. The Apoſtlcs in Corinth nor onely behaved themſelvs inor- | 
dinately in the church,-but wirhall {as by interpreters trom yer. 2g, 
and 32 is gencrally delivered) were ſubje& to errour in the yerie 
doctrine which they propounded 3 which to affirm of the cxtraor- 
dinarie Prophets , thoſe {Kkilfull maiſter builders , who rogaher 
with the. Apoſtles laid the foundation , together participatcd the 
lame holy ſpirit , ſeemeth nor a litle ro ſhake the foundat.onof 
Chriſtian religion. © And if one of thele extraordinarie prophets 
might erre, why not they all ? And if the Prophets , why not the 
Apoſtles. And if they might crrc, how itould it:ppear that they 
have not erred ? And fo by conſequence, what either then was, or 
now is the firmnes and certaintic of the Chriſtian fa.th 2? 

3. Sccing that the Apoſtle ver, 34, 3 5, injoyns women deep fi- 
Icncein this church exerciſe, not permitting them at all to ſpeak; 

_ irſcems moſt plain that he hath nv cy , nor reſpect at all , to thoſe 
= 620% exttaordinarie gifts and endowments of prophelic authoriling eyen 
$5 22,1 4 women furniſhed with them,to ſpeak publiquely,and in mens pre- 
Luke 2, 36, ſence, as appears in Mitjam, Deborah, Huldah, Anna, as alſo cyen 
Apoc.2, 20. jq Iczabel her ſelf in regard of order, and others. 

Laſtly, the Apoſile ver. 36, upbraideth thoſe verie Prophets un- 
to whom he directeth his ne as ſuch, as from Whom the wordef 
God came not: bur without cauſe, yeanot without notable'injurie, 
if they were cxtraordinarie Prophets, that is,inſpircd with the holy 
Ghoſt, and his immediate inftruments; ſceing that from thee 
kinde of Prophets, as well as from Paul the Apoſtle the Wwordef 
God came, though in different degree,and mcafure. - 

The third foundation of this exerciſe is laid in the manifould;and 

the ſame moſt excellent ends atteynable onely by this means. 

1Pet, 4,20, *+ That God may be glorified, Whilſt everie one doth adminiſter to an- 
*. ther the gift, Whuch he hath receaved, as good disÞenſers of the manifouls 
, grace of God. 2.That the fpiit be not extinguiſhed, that is the gifc of 

Y 4 -5,19 propheſie, or teaching z in which it may to come to palic,that (ome 
; in the church, though no miniſters , *may excell the ycric paſtours 

; theme 
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themſelvs. 3. That ſuch as are to be takeninto the miniſterie of _. ; 
the church, may both become, and appear apt to teach. - This ſeeing | - na rag 
the Apoſtle would: haye done, he would queſtionleſle have ſome Apo. 2,2,7. 
order for the doing of it: which,excepting this of propheſie , we withc.1,u2. 
have none of Apoltolicall inſtitution. 4. That the doctrine of the g,, ,,,,. 
church may be preſerved pure, from tbe infettion of errour: which Acont.. Stra- 
isfar-rhorc calilie corrupted, when ſome one or two alone in the tag-/ath.page 
church ſpeak all, and all the reſt have deep , and perpetuall filence ps any op 

| =_ Y BW! : k 49- 
enjoyned them. -57 Thar things doubtfull ariſing m teaching may & 4,2x, 22 
beclearcd , things obſcure opened, things erroneous convinced z At. 17, 2. 
and laſtly,thar as by the bcating together of two ſtones fire appear- & 18, 34+ 
eth,ſo may the light of the truth more clearly ſhine by Eiſpurarions, _—_ "- 
queſtions, and anſwers modeſtly had , and made, and as becomes Eu\.eccl. bij; 
the church of Saints, and worke of God. 6. For the cdification of 1.5,c.z 2, 35 
the church, and converſion of them thar belciv nor: and this the 7097-74-42 
raither becauſe it apperteyneth nor properly to the paſtours, as Pa- 5 1p 28: 
ftours, to turn goats or wolves into ſheep , but raither to feed rhe SeeSadel. a+ 
flock and ſheep of Chriſt, in which the H. Ghoſt hath made them ever- $495k Tre. 
ſeers. 7. And laſtly, leſt by excluding the commonaltie and multitude - pa 
from Church affairs, the people of God be devided', and charitie leſſened, p,4. 11ar. in 
and familiaritie, and-good Will be extinguiſhed betweery the order- of mi- 1 Conn, 14, 
mſters and people. STI 2:79 390 
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Of Temples. 


| # O ſpeak. nothing of rhe office of the Chriſtian magiſtrate in 
_ demoliſhing the monuments, and ſnares of Idolatrie ( which 
thcle Temples want nor, if themſelys be not ſuch) I account that — te 
the conſideration is one of a temple , asatemple , that is , a holy pa 202,15. 

place, as it is: counted of the moſt, confecrated either to God him- : 
lelf, 'or.to ſome Saint{imade therein a falſe God, though being a d pag 
tcue Saint) whoſe name it bears 3 and which for its magnificent , , 70 
building, and ſuperſtitious form agrees far berter to the — re- 
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ligion, powpons , and jdolatrous as it is » then to the Reformed, 
and Apoſtolicall fimplicitic. And another,and the tame far diycrs, 
of a place, although in the houſc ſometimes conſecrared for ſucha 
temple, partly naturall , -which is ſimplic neceſſar;eto cveric hnite 
action 3 partly civill, in which the church may well, and convent 
ently atlemble rogether. The'former ule I deer altogerher un- 
lawfull ; rhe latter not fo, but Jawfull , provided alwaics that the 
opinion of hulincs be removed, and withall ſuch blenuſhes of ſ1- 
perſtition , as wherewith things lawfull in themſclvs- are uſually 
itayned. 


M—— 
_ 


CHAD. X. 
Of things maifferent-. ' 


V E doo repute manie things as indifferent , or mean in 
' themſclvs and their own nature(& as houlding a middle 
place as it werc, between the things ſimplie commaunded, and the 
things ampleforbidden of God, as that the fame things being 
once drawn into uſe, and practiſe , do neceſlarily undergoc the re- 
{pcc and conſideration of good or cyill. This the Apoſtle reach- 
cth 1 Corinth. 14. in his fo diligent warning the Church of Co- 
rinth , that all things be done decently, in order, and to edification. The 
things then thus accounted indifferent 5 when they once come into 
ule in the church, do cither work the exerciſes of religion the 
more comely , orderly , and edificative , and are ſuch as without 
which,the ſame exerciſes cannot be performed but confuſedly,un- 
comelily, and unftuirfully, ar leaſt i part , or els they ſwarve from 
the Apoſtolicall Canon. With this commaxndement of the Apoſtle, 
yea of Chriſt the Lord, agrees the rule of the phylolophers , ” 
Ceſſorie followeth the nature of the principall. For example. Let tho 
propel , _—_ {peak , be tome naturall good thing , the veric 
caſt acceflorie or circumſtance, by which this princi T is rightly , 


1 


and orderly furthered, and pcomuted undergoes allo the conſide- 
rauon of anaturall good. The fame rule houlds in actions civill : 
EL ET -t much 
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1, much more inthe things , which appertein to religion, and Gods 
worſhip. Itherefore conclude, that the leaſt rite,or ceremonic (cr- 


bs ving rightly, and orderly to further the principall a&, and exerciſe 
te of religion, doth worthily obreyn, after a ſort, the re{pect and de- 
Fy nomination of a religious., and ecclcfiaſticall good thing : which 
"i principall act if it do not truely , and effchually promote and ad- 


wn vance, It is a vain addition atthe beſt, beſceming onely vain purpo- 
{cs, and perſons , which Worſhip Godin vain, teaching for dottrines Math, 15,9, 
mens traditions : (eeing whatſoever is to be done in the churchyis al- 
ſo, and fuſt co be mob that (o it may be done. | 
2. Whatlſoeyer hath being in nature, is ſome certain thing firſt , 
. and properly, and to be reduced ro fume certain,and diltinct head. 
Now all things whatloeyer in uſe, either in, or about Gods wor= 
ſhip , may and muſt be referred necetlarilie ro ſome one of theſe 
three heads. Eyther they are things naturall , and implic neceſlarie 
to the exercile; of which ſort are the naturall circumſtances of 
time , and place, without which no finite ation can be performed: 
allo for the adminiſtring of Baptiſm, cirher a fonte or other yellcll 
to hould water : and (o for other adjoints abſolutely neceſſaric for 
the adminiſtring of the holy things of the Church : or ſecondly , 
they ace thipgs c:ivill, and comely: as for example, A convenient 
place in which the church may conveniently,and comelily mect to- 
gether, nota ſtable, or (wyneſtye , alſo that habit of the miniſter , 
that covering of the L. Tablc , thole miniſtcing vellels , and other 
accellorics, and appuit-nances whatſoever , without which the 
' holy things of God, cannot be diſpenſed fo civilly, and comely, as 
is mect. Or laſtly,they are properly things facred,and holy,and by 
conſcquence, paits of externall div:ne w—_ : and the lamecither 
commaunded by God, and fo lawfull, or of mans devilc, & there- 
foce ſuperſt.tious. 
Now if any ſhall further ask me, what power then I aſcribe ey- 
ther to the civill magiſtrate , or Church-governers for making 
lawes about things indifferent 2 1 anſwerTouc hing Church-gover- 
ners firſt, being to treat by and by of the Magiſtrate , that no ſuch pgcc.44,rx 
power,to ſeek properly, belongs unto them ; as being net Lords Mat.20, 2c, 
but ſervants of the church, under Chriſt the onely Lord thereof : ex- rompnag 
ercifing, as faith Auſtin, from Chriſt, and the Apoſtles a mimiiterie, * © 
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mot a Lordſhip : and who theretore are to learn, if they Will be content 
Anuſt. of the 4%. Ov £24 Gathak ethanol Re 
cittie of God with their ſcantling, Which God bath allowed them, that a Weeding-hook, 
l.19. better becom& them, then a ſcepter, as Bernard ſpeakerh, For to wake 
Bera.ofConſ. lawes, by all mens gfaunt, belongs ro them, andthem onely,, who 
bb. 2. du {wey 1cepters, orare Lords at lcaſt.: . þ | 
. Morcover the holy icriptures everie where-reach , that the high- 
eſt Church-ofticers, and governers are but ambatladours of God, 
and interpreters, and. proclaymers or cryers of his word. But nei- 
Tunirs contr, ther an embaſ[adonr, ror interpreter, nor cryer, no nor the herald, the moſt 
3, 1l.5,6.7, honourable of all proclaymers, or publiſhers of Editts , can commaund 
any thing, nar dispeſe of the least matter by his own amthor.tie , as lunius 
{ayth rightly. lr is certain,that the governers of | Churches do ſtand 
in need of wiſdom and diſcretion 4 the applying , & determining 
of the common rules of order and comlynes taken from the Sctie 
prure, and common {cnfe, to certain cafes,and according to certain 
circumſtances : Bur what makes this for the power of - making 
lawes in the Church? which as M. Perkins makes account;is a part 
Pak. oeuld, ®f Chriſts prerogative royall : conlidering withall, that neytherthe 
chain.c.1s, Church, nor the meaneſt member thereot is further bound unto 
theſe their determinations , then they appear to agree with order; 
and comlines : neither are the miniſters in any thing at all , ( as are 
the magiſtrates in manic things) to be obeyed for the authoritie of the 
Sec Vrſinus commannder, but for the reaſon of the commanndment , which che minie 
Catach. 0 ſters arealſo bound in ductic to manifeſt, & approve untu the cons 
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rraditions,  1Ciences of them over whom they are (er, 
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CHAP. XL 


Of civill MagiFtnates. 


VV E belcey the yeric ſame touching - the civill Magiftrate 
| with the Belgick reformed Churches,and willingly ſub- 
ſcribe to their confefſion : and the more, becauſe, what is by many 
reſtreyncd tothe Chriſtian Magiſtrate, they extend indefinitely, and 
abſolutely to the Magiſtrate whomſoeyer, | And that ſurely upon 

good 
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good profind:ſecing the mag.ſtracie is one, & thepower the ſame , 


whether the perſon be chriſtian or heathen: ncither is there wanting 


in an heathen magiſtrate (that he might rule as he ought ) authoritic 
of order, . but will of perſon: —— is his power increaſed by 
the acceflion of chriſtianitie , bur onely fanctified, as is firſt his 
perſon, The Prince rules over his {ubjects , as he isa Prince, and 
they ſubj<&s {iwply, not as faithfull or chriſtian, he or they. One- 
ly Chriſt the Lord of our faith hath the faichFull* (as faithfull ) for 


his ſubjects : neither are the ſubjetts of Kings as ſubjetts, anie part of Bp of Chici,, 
the church , but of the kingdom. to Tortug P. 
| Belides, there is one and the ſame chriſtian faith of the Prince #5” 


and ſubject, andall things common unto: both, which ſpring 
from the ſame z ſceing that 1n(briſt Teſus there is neither ſervant ,' nor 
freeman , 1 ad neither magiſtrate , nor ſubge&t , bat all are one in 
bim. As therefore none. nonot the leaſt power bf publique admi- 
piltcat:on comes to the ltibjects by their chriſtianitie;lo neither is the 
Prizces, thereby at.all increaſed. And indeed how can. 2 The ma- 
gitrare though g-Heathen hath power 5 as the miniſter of God for the 
good of hts ſubjetts to cormand and procure in and by good, and 
lawfull manner, and means , whatlocyer appertcines Ccither to their 
naturall, or ſpicituall life,” ſo the {lame be not contra:ic to Gods 
word: upon which word of God if it! beat , God forbid , that 
the chriſtian magiſtrate ſhould take libettie ro. uſe vr rather abule 
his authoritie for the ſame; which yet if he do cyther the one , or 
other , whether by commanding what God forbids , or by for- 
bidding what God coinmaunds , ſeeing, it comes by the fault of 
the perton , not of the office, the ſubic&t is not freed from the 
bond of allegiance , bur is ſtill tryed ro obedience as aftive for 
the doing of the thing commanded if it be lawfull, to paſſive, 
if unlawfull , by: ſuffering patiently the puniſhment though un- 
juſtly inflicted. , | 

Laſtly if anie civill , and coaCtive power in things wherher ci- 
vill, or eccleſiaſticall, come to the magiſtrate , by his chriſtianity, 
then if ir ſo fall out that he make defe&tion from the fame , whe- 
ther by idolatrie, or heceſie, or profanes , it muſt follow , that 
thereupon his kingly power is diminiſhed , and abridged : wherc- 


by how wide a window , or gate rather would bc opencd to fed.:ti- 
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ous ſubjects under pretext ( ſpecially cathol'ck ) religion , to taiſe 
rumulrs in kingdoms , no man can be ignorant. 


CE —_ 


———— — 


CHAP. XII. 
Of the Church of England. 


Here remains one, and that a great matter of exception againſt 
us, and the ſame the fountain well nigh of all our calamitic: 
to wit, that we ſeem cyill-affefted rowards the church of England, 
and ſo ayerſe from the ſame, as that we do no lefle then make x 
plain ſeceſſion, and ſeparation from it, | 
I anſwer, Firſt,that our fayth is not negative: as Papiſts uſe ro ob- 
ject ro the Euangelicall churches , nor which'conliſts in the con» 
demning of others, and wipcing their names out of the bead-toul 
of churches, butin the editying of our ſelvs: nekher requitt-we 
of anie of ours in the conbeling of their fayth, that they either re- 
nounce » or in one word conteſt with the church of England, 
whatſoever the world clamours of usthis way. Our faith is foun- 
ded upon the writings of the prophets, and Apoſtles , in which r0 
mention of the church of England is made. We deem it our dutic 
what is found in them to beleev With the heart to righteouſnes, and te 
confe/ſe with the tongue to ſalvation. © 
Secondly, we accord(as far as the Belgick,and other Reformed 
churches) with the Church of England in the Articles of fauh, and 
heads of Chriſtian religion publiſked in the name of thut church, 
and to be found in the Harmonic of the Confeſſions of fayth. 
Thirdly,if by the Church bc underſtood the Catholick Church 
diſperſed upon the face of the whole carth, we do will:vgly ace 
knowledg, that a _ partthereof, and the ſame vilible , and 
conſpicuous is to be found in the land, and with it,do profeſle and 
ra&{c what in us layes,communion in all things in themſelys law- 
11, and done in right order, 
But and if by the word Church be underſtood a fpirituall poli- 
tick body, ſuch as was inher time, the Church of 1ſraetl ; and in __ 
4 [ 


Rom.10,10 


mm & ww 


<<! © © 9+ 


aiſe 


(59) 
the church of Rome , Corinth , the ſeven churches of eAfia , and others 
with them partaking of the ſame Apoſtolicall conſtitution , and as 
unto which do apperteyn the Oracles of God , Sacraments, Cen- 
ſures, Government, and miniſteric eccleſiaſticall, with other lacred 
inſtitutions of Chriſt ; I cannot bur confclſe, and profelle (though 
wich great greif) that it is to us matter of (cruple , which we cannot 
overcome, to give that honour unto it ; which is due from rhe ſer- 
yants of Chriſt ro the Church of Chriſt, rightly colleted , and 
conſtiruted, 

And,that there may be place left in the eyes of the prudent Rea» 
der for our defence in this cafe, fo far forth as equitic and reaſon 
will permit, he muſt once, and again be inttcated by me;: (crioully 
to weigh with himſelf , and in his heart z this/ one advertizement 
following. | | | 

That a man may do a thing truely pleaſing ;/ and acceptable to 
God, ir ſufficech nor, thar both the doer in his perſon be acceptcd 
of God, the thing donecommaunded by-God-,/ and: that he do it 
with good, and holy affection before God, except withall,and firſt 
he be poſſeſſed of that ſtate, & condition of life, which may affoard 
him fawfall calling to that work. That a man , though never ſo 
good, with never fo goud aminde , ſhould cxerciſethe office , or 
do(though the beſt) works of a Magiſttare, father of familic, hout- 
band, fteward, citizen, or mclſenger, except he were firſtlawfully 
Called, and preferred to the ſtare of a Magittrate, maiſter of familic, | 
houſband, or the like ; ſo far were he from dcfcrvinganic praiſe 
for ſo doing; as vn the contraric-he moſt juſtly incurzed the cenſure 


_ of great taſhnes, and viulation of all order in familie and common 
wealth; as taking unto himſelf that honour, unto Which he Was not cal» t1r, 5, 4. 


led of God. \ The tame houldceth, and thar ſpecially in courle of Re- 
livion, which is the ſpeciall ſtate of mans life : ſo as if anic cither as 
a Paſtour difpence the holy things of the miniſteriall Chuvch, with- | 
out a law paſtorall calling going before ; or participate in the 
lame, out of a juſt, and lawfull Church-ſtate ; neither that diſpen- 
lation, nor this participation can be warranted , but both the one , 
and other are uſurpations, and in which is ſcen not the uſe, bur ab» 
uſc of holy things, and confulion:of order. [And as it behovyeth 
cycric perſon bf to belcey, and know , that he is truly a CR 
H 2 an 
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and partaker of the grace of Chriſt , before he can hope to pleaſe 
God in the performance of this or that particular Chriſtian work ; 
ſo doth it alſo concern everie Chriſtian to provide , that he be fuſ 
poſlcfſed of a juſt, and lawfull Church-order , befure he ſo much 
as touch with his lcaſt finger the holy things cf the Church there- Þ 
unto proper, and peculiar. . Proper , I lay, & peculiar , amon 
which I do not hwple reckon the hearing of the word , which 
both lawfullic may, and neceſlarily ought to be done, not onelyvf 
Chriſtians though members of no pai ticular church, but even of 
Infidcls, pzophane perſons, excommunicates, and any others: as 
being that in which no commonion ſpizituall paſlcth , either eccle+ 
ſiaſticall; or perſonall, berween the teacher, & hearer > but accords 
ing to ſome union ccclcliaſticall or perionall going before; iceing 
that Chriſtian faith comes by heacing the goſpell, by faith union, & 
from unioncommunion | | 

This thus premiſca, L will fpeak a few things of the Church of 
England ; not by way of accujation of it, but tor our own purge 
tion in the eyes of the godly, and <quall Reader, of the imputcd 
crime of Schiſm, ſo far as truth, and equitic wilt bear. 

And fitſt, ſeeing that the people of "God: is marerially ( as they 
ſpeak, the church of Godzit is xequited ro the conſtitution of a ho- 
ly Church-of God, that che peoplt be holy , or ſaints and ſanttifed i 
Chriſt feſus : truely, and internally in regard of God, and theirows 
cunſcicnces z externally , and in appearance in reſpect of others, 
whom it concerns to dilcern and judg of them , according to the 
wordof God, and rule of charitic. And contidering that ovr que 
ſtion is abuur the Church externall, and viſible, as it is called y ve 
ace not ſo fond, or raithar frant'ick, as to require , in rc{p..& of 0- 
thers, other holynes in the members thereot, then that which is vis 
{ible and externall. is 

Now how marvaylous a thing is it, and lamentablc withall, chat 
amonpſt Chriſtians anic ſhould be found ſo far at ods , 'with Chi» 
{tian holines , as ro think that others then apparently holy ar the 
leaſt, deſerved admittance inio the tcllowſhip of Chriſts church) 
and therewith of Chriſt? Do, or can the oratious promilcs 
God made to the Chwich, the heavenly bleſſings due to the 
Church, the ſeales of divine grace piyen to the'Church , ap+ 

pertcm 


| what then have thoſe to do with it, or it with thoſe, who,as Calyin * Com c.Se-  F? 


. tits ? They profejſe they knaw God;z(aith the Apoltle, bat in their works 
' they deny hum, being abbominable, and rebelhone,and to:everie ood Work 


I pray,can ſuch perſons be compelled into the boſom of the ſpouſe 


'Profeflion of Chriſt therefore with the mouth, in thoſe that work 


| (61) 
perteyn to others then ſuch 2 Are others to be admitted into the fa- 
milie of God, the kingdom of Chriſt, and as it were the ſuburbs of 
heaven? The Church of God is by him called, and deftinated ro 
advance his glorie in the holynes of their lives , and converſations ; Calvin is 


faith, we not but With Gods diſhonowr ? For they , as the ſame author ; 4+ winnom;: 
both truly and holily affirmcth) who are called and accounted the peo- oY 
ple of God, do bear as it Were in their forbeads, the name of God, Wwhere- 
on it cannot but come to paſſe, that beftre men even God himfelf after a 
&s ſhowld be ſteyned with their filth. And this I deem the raither to be Rv 4-8. 
oblerved, ſceing that there are to be found , and theſe not a few, 
who would thruſt upon the churches of our thrice holy.Lord, a ye! 
ric ſtage-like holynes ; ſtoutly ſtriveving to make it good , thatto: 
conſtitute a true , and lawfull member of the vittble church, no. 
more is required, then that a man with his mouth confcile Chriſt , 
although in his works he plainly declare himſelf ro be of the ſyna- 
gogue of Sathan. But what ſaith the holy ſpirit of thele ipure ſpi- Tit.2,20; 


reprobate. Are abhemmable perſons to be brought into the temple 
of God? rebellows perions into the kingdom of God ? ſuch as are 
reprobate unto everie good Work into the familieot God, which is as , Cor.$4 
it were the Storehouſe of all good works ? If awic one that is called , 
« brother, be « fornicatonr, or covetous, or idolatowr , or rayter , or drun- 
hard, or extortioner, Or anic waic « wicked one , {ucha one bythe A- 
poſtles dizeCtion, is to be expelled, and driven our of the churches 
confines. . And ſecing thar, as one truly ſaith, 1t :5 a matter of grea- 
ter contungehie to thruſt out, then to keep out a gueſt; with what conlci- 
ence can ſuch pligues be receaved into the church, to the purgeing 
out wherof the tame church, furniſhed for that end with the pow- 
er of Chriſt ) ſtands inconſcience bound.? or by what authoritie 


of Chriſt, as for the expelling of whom tar from her fcllowſhip, & , ,, 
imbraceing all authoritic ought to conſpire? He that ſaith he hath ; 


fellowſhip with God , and walks in darknes a lyer , and doth not truly. 


the works of darknes, and ſo by conſequenee,that by which a man 10b.8.40, 
| | H 3 _ 


(62) 
is raither branded for a naturall child of the drvell, then marked for a 
Pa, ror, 9, true member of the Church. Laſtly, David that holy man of God, 
and tipe of Chriſt, doth holily profeſle, that he who works deceipt , - 
1". ſhall not continue #1 his houſe : And ſhall the workers of decepr, and 
+241) * of all wickednes not onely be admirted , but even conftreyned into 
Pal, 98; 5. the houſe of the living God, which the church is ? O Jehovah,bol: 
.; © - n& becometh thine houſe to length of dayes. Which notwithſtanding (a 
ficknes deſperate of all remedic) that ſo ir ſtands with the Church 
' _ _ of England, no man to whom England is known,can be ignorant: ' 
* *** ſeeing that allthe natives there , and ſubjects of the kingdom, al- 
though never ſuch ſtrangers from all ſhew of rrue pictic, and good- 
nes, and fraught never {o full with manie moſt hcynous impicties 
and vices ( w which ranck whether there be nor an infinite, and far 
the preater number , I would ro God it coald with anic reaſon be 
doubted) are withour difference compelled , and inforced by moſt 
ſeveere lawes civill & eccleſiaſticall, into the bodie of that church. 
And of this confuled heap (a few , compared with the reſt , godly 
perſons mingled among) is that nationall church, commonly called 
the Church of England, colleted, andframed. And fuch is the 
materiall conſtitution of that church. Bur if now you demaund of 
me, how itis formally conſtituted 3 & whether upon profeſſion of 
_ +, ; fayth, and repentance ('in wordat leaſt ) made by them of years, 
any combynation', and confociation of the members into particu- 
lar congregations , ( which conſociation doth formally conſtitute 
the miniſteriall Church , and members thereof, as both the Sctip- 
tures and reaſon manifcſt)either is,or hath been made ſince the uni- 
verſall and Ant chriſtian apoſtalic and defection in poperic 2 No- 
thing lefle; but onely by cheir parriſh perambulation , as they call 
it, and ſtanding of the houſes in which they dwell. Everie ſubject 
» ofthe kingdomdwelling in this or that parriſh, whether in cirtie , 
oncountric, whether in his own or other mans houſe , is thereby, 
ipſ fatto, made legally a member of the fame parriſh in which that 
oule is {ituatcd : and bound , will he, nill he, fit, or unfit , as with 
iron bonds, and all his with him, to participate inall holy things, 
& ſome unholy alſo in thatſame parriſh church. 
If any objc& , that yet the miniſter of the pariſh may ſuſpend 
from theſupper of the Lord flagitious perſons , and io by com- 
h plain 
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plaint made to M, Chancelour, or M. Officiall, procure their ex- 
communication 3 to let paſle, that this is meerly a matter of form 
for the moſt part, anda remedie as ill, as the diſcaſe , I do an{wer » 
that even by this is proved undeniablic that which I intend ; viz. 
that all theſe parriſbioners before mentioned, are not withowt, but , cn, 5, 
within, and members of the Church (and the ſame, as before con- 21,12:- 
ſticured) whom ſhe judgeth. 

There is beſides thele a third evill in the way , and the ſame as 
predominant, and overtopping all other things in that church , as 
was Sawl higher then all the reſt of the people : and with whoſe Reho- 
boam-like finger we miſerable wen are preſſed, and vppredied: and 
that is, the Hierarchicall church goyernment in the hands of the 
Lord Biſhops and their ſfubſtitures : ( the veric ſame with that of 
Rume, the Hogs the head onely cur off, upun whoſe ſhoulders al- 
ſo many, though not without notable injurie, would place the ſu- 
preme Magiſtrate) and adminiſtred by the {elf fame Canon law. 

Now this vaſt, and unfatiable Hicrarchicall gulfe , ſwallowing 
up and deyouring the whole order, anduſc of the preſbyterie,and 
therewith the peoples libertic, and withall, by M. Parkers teſtimo- Park. ecc/rf. 


nie (with whom « Biſhop in England is the Paſtonr of the Whole die+ pdl.3,35.4x4 


Ceſſe, and the Priefts or miniſters, onely his delegates and helpers ); the s i. Lene= 


verie office of the Paſtours themaſelvs,as did theſeaven lean,and evill 
favoured kine the ſeaven fat , and the ſeaven Wizened cars the ſeaven full #%*4*+ 
that, went before them , and {o by conſequence, not being of Chriſt 
the Lord, bur of him rayther , who oppoſeth and advanceth himſelf 2 Theſ. 2,4. 
Sxcinſ whatſoever us called God, or is Worſhiped; fo as he firs in the 

emple of God,as God, (for unto God alone dwelling in his Temple : Chr. 29, 
It apperteyns to appoint the offices of the miniſters , & to preſcribe 12, x2, 13, 
the peoples bonds) our handsare bound by that ſupreme , and (ole *9+ 
authoritie of Ieſas Chciſt in his Churches , upon which both the 
order of Preſbyterie, and libertic of people, and office of Paſtour 
are founded, and from whomas the one onely Lord, all ecclchalth r Cor. 5,4, 
call power floweth, and by whom all miniferics arc inſtituted, from, _. 5,28. 
giving any the leaſt honour or obcdience to the ſame hierarchicall | * g 
cxa[ration in it (elf, or its ſubordinates, which ( as phyloſophis tca- 
Ccheth) are one with it. 


Whercin yet I would not ſo be underſtoud, as if we wete at anie 
| | SN _ defance 


Or GO. — 


on OO TRED 


OS... TN OT SOIT 0 _ 
Rang 


Ron, 14,14 


fk 


BY #- 
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defiance with the perſons of the Biſhops, auch lefle wich the kings 
ciyittauthorftic whereof they are polletied , whether in marrers ci» 
vill or eccleſiaſtical. Of: thew perſons ther own Lords ſballjudg, to 
Whom they ſtandorfall. There have becn of that ranke who inour 
| Marian'daces have preferred the profciiion of the truth of the got 


pell before their lives: I hope there are alſo of. their ſucceſlours , 
who, if prcfled with the ſame necefſitic (which God forbid )would 
give the {ame reftimonie,, though at the ſame rate , unto the ſame 
truth of God revealed unto them. 

Now as concerning theit civill authoritic ; albeit we do not be- 
teev, thar the ſame is at all comperent- to the true miniſters of the 
golpel], eſpecially inthar eminencic , externall plorie , and pompe 
of this world, in which they far exceed manic worldly princes,and 
rayrther ſcem to repreſent the tryumphant,then the milirant church) 

ct for ſo muchas they both obteyn rhe ſame by the gift of the 
ing, and excrciſe it in hisname, we do not unwillingly yeald ho- 
nour, and obedience unto it, and to his majeſtic in ir. 

Bur whereas it ſcems unto manic plain,and evident, that we may 
adjoin our felvs to the Church of England withour any {ubjection, 
or relation unro the ſpirituall government, and govyerners thereof; 
that is altogether beyond our capacities : neither can we compre- 


| hendir, bow ir may. be that he,” who fubje&ts, and joyns himſelf to 


Theadorct, 
Dial, 1, 


anie publique, and politique bodie, or communitic, whether ſpiri- 
tuall, or civil, becomes not in 1o coing 7 ipſo fatto , ſubject to the 
publique government, and governers thereof, and undergoes not a 
relation,and reſpect actually unto them. They raither are with all 
ſeriouſhes ro conlider , how faythfully , and ſincerely they quit 
themiſclys, and their conſcicnces before God, and men*, who con- 
tending , and proving in and by fo manie words, and arguments » 
that the hierarchicall government is papall , and Antichriftian , do 
neverthelcilc ſubmitthereſelys thereunto both in the reſpect, and 


- relation politicall formerly mentioned , and alſo in acts properly 


eccleſiaſticall, into which the eccleſiaſticall government , and {pitt 
tuall policic of the church dorh neceſlarily diffuſe it ſelf. Now I 
do earneſtly entreat thee, whoſoever thou art,acquainted with Bel- 


gick, or raither Chriſtian libertie, and cither free from the miſts of 


prejudice, or if anie way prejudiced, yet not chuſing raither to ſerve® 
pre 
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enceated opinioi, then to follow an ent truth , that thou woul- 
B tcrul & ingenuouſly tell, aur. Magiſtrates here (from 
which x are far) ſhould by publique edict, under ſeyere penaltic 
conſtreyn all,and cverie the native ſubjects of the countrie into the 


PI boſom of the church, without anie difference made, cither in rc- 
2 . ſpect of fayth or manners, according to the place of pas oo 
Id tion, and ſhould ict over this church ſo collected and conſtituted , 
_ an Hicrarchicall Biſhop provinciall or dioccſan, in whoſe hands 


alone, with his Officials, Chauncellours, Commiſlaties, Archdea- 
cons,and other Court- keepers,canonicall authoritic ſhould be pla- 
he ced.,. to conſtitute and depoſe miniſters , excommunicate, and ab- 
pe . ſolve buth miniſters, and people, yea whole churches (yea with the 
nd - living the dead , that they may obtcyn Chriſtian buriall) : whether 
b; | now inthisconfuſcd heap,and under this ſpirituall Lordſhip, thou 
he -wouldeſt endure to remain either Paſtour or member. I ſuppoſe 
0s nor, You(brethren)have not ſo learned Chrift, whom youacknow- cy; . 5 
- ledg both for the author of your faith, and inſticuret of your order 
eeclciaſtieall. Neyther yerwe, having learned otherw:(e by the 
grace of Gud. Chriſt the king doth gather, and form unto himſelf 
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tO 
is tures) refuſing upon meer conſcience of God (as thou'God the 
16 judg, and ſcarcher of hearts knoweſt) to commingle: , and proſti- 

a  Tute our ſelys in and unto this confulion;and domunatian hierarchi- 
ll .call, we haye-moſt allured hope, that heaven ir (elf is open for us | 
it - by Chriſt, who is the way,and whomin this dutiealſo we do {ctve, | 
i- in which we ſhall at the lengrh be fully free from this, and all other ' 
za  Incumbrances. ' | HET | | | 
0 Our adyetſaries bear in hand not onely others, but cycn us our 

d ſclys alſo, that we do fot certain triflcing matters, & as they ſpeak, 

y  circumſtantiall corruptions, ſequeſter our ſelvs from the Church'of 

j- England. And as nurſes uſe to liſp with children, ſo they,thatthey 

[ might diſtend to our capacitics, do oft and much inſtuuct us that 

= unworthie members muſt be born in the church, efþecially of private per- 

f ſins ;, that ſome Hons at haſt in the diſcipline ayd externall rs , 


f; [| another kindeof kingdom amongſt men, and the ſame to be admi- 


niſtred by other officers, and accord-ng to other lawes.” And if no 
place upon the face of the earth ſhould be free for us{ poores crea- 


are to be tolerated ; 


there may be the my of God , FI 
| ne 
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: ned ; the holy oittie though Without a wall; the ferld of the Lord, though 
the enemie ſow tares amongſt the Wheat; allo .a heap of Wheat , though 
wwth chaffe commingled therewithall. And that we , dul- bayards 3g 
we arc; may at the Iengrth conccav thoſe things, they verie ſeriouſ] 
inculcate & whetupon us in theſe & the like conſiderations: as that 
- the Iſraelitiſh church in its time Was fteyned With almoſt all enormitic, 
- both for manners and fayth: that into the: ſame all 7ſraelites and ley 
.. Whatſcever Without difference, Were zviolently compelled by K mg Jofiah 
and ochers z as alſo,that in the parable, all were compelled to come to the 
mariage, good and bad, that the houſe nugkt be filled.  Laltly , that in 
- 'the Apoſtolick (hurche themſelvs , there Were not Wanting ſome Why 
. pratliſed , and others Who taught vile, and ex1ll things : that :w one place 
the diſcipline was neglefted, in another the werie dotirine of fayth corrup- 
zed, and manie the Tike matters, which it were to long to repeat, 
Surely , fooliſh were we if we knew not theſe things , im 
 ., - dent, if we denyed- ther to. be true for the moſt part 3 and Jay, 
; unequall , if we: acknowledged not., that-manic the, fame, oc like 
_ blemiſhes aftera ſort, will, and do creep intu;the Churches of our 
— dayes: which yetto diſclaym as unlawtull for the ſame, ſtood nci- 
- ther with wiſdom,nor charitic. But the prudent Reader may plain- 
-ly obſcrye bythe premiſes, that they are other matters, and of gren- 
ter. weight, "= the moſt part, wherewith we » and gurconſcicuees 
are preiled. * v:711 
Wedo not judg it an evill intollerable (though greatly to be be- 
wayled)that evill men ſt ould be fuftered in the chuch; but that all 
; of moſt, vile , and deſperate condition , that ſuch, and'to;greatia 
kingdom affoards, ſhould thercinto will they, nill- they, be. com- 
pelled : nor thar the diſcipline (as they call'tt) or eccletiaſticall go- 
vernment inſtirured by Chrift, is negleQed or violated, but that a- 
nother plain cuntrarie unto it is ſet up by law, and fully , and pub- 
liquely eyeric where excrciſcd : Neither lyes our exceprion agaiaſt 
any perſonall., or accidentacie profanation of, the Temple ,, but 


againſt the faultic frame of it, in rcſ pe&t of the cauſes conſticutive j\. 


matter and form ; Neither ſtrive we aboutthe walles of the cittic, 

but about the. true, and lawfull citizens , the policie and govern 

. ment of the cittic of God,and cſlcentiall adminiſtraricn of the ſame. 

Butto give moxe ful {atiſfaction to the indifferent reader, it _ 
, wout 
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| worth the Jabour to defcend paiticularly toafew , and the ſame the 


cheifeſt vbjeCtions wade on the contratic behalf. And of them, that 

which may and ought to be faid touching the Church of Iſracl , & its 

condition compared with the chriſtian churckes ſeems ro deferye the; 

ficſt place. Andtouching it; firſt, the conſtitution of the Church of 

Iſrael is not to be con{idercd in that whole,mucb lefſc apoſtaticall,na- 

tion, but in holy Abraham,from whom it came,& in whom it was ho- 

ly,as the lump in the firſt fruits, & the branches in the holy root: and that by Row. 11,16, 
vertue of the gratious covenant,1 Will be thy God,& the God of thy ſeed, ,,, 7,7, 
fuſt contracted with Abraham himſelf, & after renucd with his ſeed, : 
whole lirac]l. Bur now to athirm any ſuch thing of the whole Engliſh 

nation were fooliſh; to prove it jmpoſlible. 

2. God doth not nuw a daics ſcle&t,& (ever from others as his pCc- ly 4 
culiar,anie whole nation or people,as ſometimes he did the people of .Liy.20,25. 
Iſrac], both ccclcliaſtically,$ civiily: but in everie nation,they who feare .g ig, ;s 
Goa, Work righteouſnes are accepted of hims. Theſc,in what nai ſocver F 
.combyning rogcther in holy covenant, and woiſhiping Gud afrer the 
preicript of his H.word are that holy nation.the common wealth of Iſracl, 
the 1ſracl of God,the temple & tabernacle of the IrvingGod,in which he hath 2 Cor. 5,10. 
promiſed to dwell: thefe he would have ſcattered in all places of the 
world,& to hould intercourſe with the men of the world in the com-: 
mon affairs of this life, for their gaining if ir may be unto Chriſt : God 
adding dayly unto the church ſuch as ſhould be ſaved. Whereas on the con-' 
trarie,unto the church of England,whereof all natural Engliſh are to- 
gether,& at once made members , it cat) hardly bezif at all, that anicat 
anic time ſhould be added. | 

3- The vcrie land of Canaan was legally holy,& the land of the Lords in-. Jobs Her 
heritance,& whoſe fruit was to be circumcaſed,&her ſabbaths kept,by the' 144.39; 3g; 
Lords appointment:& in which alone by divine right rhe were to be 35: 
payed. And as holy things arc not to be mingled with, vr proft ruted © -p EN 
unto prophane, ſo neither was an'e place in this land to be permirred - th 6 2a 
unto prophane perſons ro dwell in. Theſevey prophane nations, Which £ 
formerly had inhabited ir, were altogether to be deftroyed by the Iſraclues |, 7,28. 
beingro poſſeſſe it for their inheritance, neither Was mercie to be ſhewed them rum, 15 15. 
After,if any , whether born in the land,or ftrangers,did ought With an kigh' 
hand,he was to be cnt off from among his people. Herewith accords that of pjy.ro1,8. 
David the king, will betime deſtroy all the wicked of the land. Laſtly , be 2 Chron 15, 


Af. 2, 42, 
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that did not ſeek the Lord God of 1ſraell with all bis heart , Was to be put io 7103» FI 
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* death,vphether ſmall or great, whether man or Woman. Far be it from God- 
ly princes,8:other potentates in the world,to think,rthat it bchooveth 
them iu this rigorous manner to deal with their ſubjets: although 
there want not, who paitly from a prepoſterous, & Iucaizcing zeal,& 

lyto (ery their own ambirtion,ceaſc nor to inculcate unto the kings 
of the caith,above that is mect,the exaryples of the kings of Iudah, 
4. It is not true that the kings of Iudah or Iſrael did conſtreyn any 


membexs,bur only being membetrs,to do their durtie. All the Iſrac]:res 
and poſter:tic of Iakob, had their part in the. Lords coyenant : unto 
which alſo they were bound to ſtand under perill of cutting off from the 
Lords people, both ſpiritually 8 bodily , according to the dilpenfation 
of the ouldTeſtament in the land of Canaan. But of this our queſtion 
is not for the preſent.: That neither is to be conſidered , whether king 
David, Salomon, Ichoſaphart &others did furce circumcifion,& other 
Mofſaicall inſtitutions upon the Edomites, Ammonites, and others by 
them ſubducd,& held in civill ſubjeRion; or whether they compelicd 
them by coactive lawes, would they, nould they, fit or unfit, into the 
Church of God. Thar this was {v,cannot be afhirmed with modeſlic : 
whichyct except ir {o were, hath nothing in it, which either can hurts 
our cauſe,or help our adyerfarics. ] 

Laſtly, he who well weigheth with himſelf wharlegall, and typicall 
holines was in uſe of old in Iſrael, ſhadowing our the true,& {p citual 
holines; and withall by bow much,both the more clear revelation of 
heavenly things, &more plenteous grace of the ſpirit is afforded to the 
churches {ince Chriſt , then was formerly to Ifracl, he ſhall ſee man'e 
things making for the tolcrating of much inlIſrac{;which in us is plain- 

ee Rev. 2, |y incollerable : and that God will not uſe that patience & long-tuffer- 
5.and 3,16. ing towards any church now,nor permit,or wink at thoſc things in it, 
& withal which for the hardnes of their hearts, he bore in that ancicnt peopie. 
: ST x SY parable of the tares Matrh. 13. followeth ; with which, as with 
**? © ſomethunderboult, men both learned, and unlearned think us beaten 
all ro fitters. Won 

Bur firſt, theſe words, Let both grow togither till the harveſt , v. 30, 
(fr6 which alone they do diſpute) Chriſt the Lord doth nor expound 
nor meddle with, mm the opening of the parable: from them therefore 
nothing firm can be concluded. 2. Chriſt himfelf interprets the frild, 
not the Church, but the world y.38. as alſo the harveſt not the end of " 
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into the church by force,or compel them to undergo the condition of | 


28 ens. 


4-1, | 
| (69) - 
d- | Church,but of the world, v. 39. And if by the world,you underſtand 
th the Church,you muſt needs ſay, that Chriſt in the expounding of one / 
gh parable,uſed another. / 3. Both rhe text ir (elf,& reaſon of 0 thing vnſ. 28,29; 
\8& | do plainly teach thar he doth nor ſpeak ar all of excommunication, go, zr, 
gs | which (crysfor the bertering of the tares, bu of their finall rooting up 
| to perdition. Laſtly,admit Chriſt ſpake of men apparently wicked in 
the Church, either nor to be excommunicated in ceitain caſcs ( which , td Smee. of 
of | with Gellius Snecanus I confidently denic) or not excommunicated as þ. di/cip. 2 
they ought to be,& therefore to be born of private members; the for- part. meth. 2 
| mer of which istoo ordinarie, eſpecially in Churches enjoying peace, Þ-24:27+25 
he & proſperirie : the latter of which (the Church not being de Gerately = 
bent on evill)I eaſily aflent to, yer doth this place affoard no medicine 
for our grief; which ariſcth not fromany corrupt , or negligent ad- 
1 miniſtration of the Churches diſcipline , thorough the uk a or 
ct want of wiſdom (it may be too much wiſdom ſuchas it is ) of the ad- 
Yy miniſters therevf, which are perſonall things z but from the yerie con= 
d ſtiturion of the church ir (elf; & ſubject of ccclefiaſticall both govern- . 
Cc ment and power.' Yea,l ad unto all theſe things, that we for our parts 
4 are willing in the buſines, and controverſie in hand to appeal unto the 
6 tcibunall of rhis verie parable,and that expounded by our adyetſaries 
themſclys,8 do willingly condiſcend , that by it alone judgment be 
given in this matter. '', | | 
Our Saviour Chriſt doth plainly teach , that this fti/d was ſown with 
good ſeed alone 3 & that after, whilſt men ſlept, the enemie,the drvel came » 
& ſowed mres among#t the wheat. But on the contrarie,in the ſowing the 
Engliſh feild, whether we reſpect the nat:onall or parochiall churches, 
together with the wheat the tarcs,& that exceeding the other infinite- 
ly, were at fiuſt, & yetare ſown,& that of purpole,&under molt ſeyere 
| o_—_ cs. And hence is the firſt & principall prejudice to our Engliſh 
arveſt, & fr6 which I conceay all the reſt to come. For unto this Ch. 
thus clapped, & clouted together of all perſons of all ſorts » Ge lpirits 
withour difference, no man equally & prudently weighing things, Can 
denic, bur that the pompous 6 imperious Hierarchicall government 
together with all its acceſſories doth right well accorde. $: 
To the things objeed from the parable of the mariage Luke 14+ 
& Mar. 22. I onely anſwer ,that thoſc ſervants were the Prophets and 
Apoſtles; the ton Chriſt himſelf;the compullionro be made no.othcre! 
wilc,then by the preaching of the _ by which, as Calvin hath Get ; 


i y p : 
/ AM {hi 
Gn 4 : : , 


by 


* 6 V3 CB Phy, bans ann 


= Is [7 L, . 
BITES F + 
. 


(70) 
ely ſolicit aur ſloxthfulnts,not onely pricking # With ex-\ 
2:9 hortations, but copelling us wah threatnings to come unto hixs: which word 
+2" of God as it is by ſome wholly contemned, lb doth ir cxtort from o+! 
-'- © thers,oncly anexternall & hypocritical obedience, bur by manic is re- 
ecaved,throygh the bleſſing of God,with al holy & devouratition. 

Now unto theſe parables of Chiiſt wanicare wont , and that very 
bufily;to annex'one of their own. A heapyfay they, of wheat although 
it have wuch chaf mixed with it,& the {ame more 1n-quant.tic then the 
wheat is, remains notwithſtanding truly, & 1s rightly termed a heap of 
wheat; according to the Phylotophers rule , The denomination #5 not of 
the greater, but better part. | 

L anſwerzfirſt,that this axiom is not fiwply true: for if in the church, 
.or any other convention popular, or in which things pallc by yoyces, 
the gicacer part hap to exceed the berter,the denominat. on of that pal 
fage,or decree,and to the whole proceſlc of the matter , is accuiging 
to the greater, though the wurter part. ©; | en 

2. The chat inthat wheat is cither of rhe ſane. wheat, orof other , 
& brought from els where: if of that ſame , then it makes nothingto 
the pre{cyt purpole,fince wicked men appertcin notto the perſons of 
the godly,nor ace their chaf: if of other,& fromels where,it way caſt- 
ly be added in that quanritie & proportionzas that neither it may de- 
{cry the name of an heap of wheat, but of chaf ; nor he that ſcls it for 
wheat,of an honeſt merchant, bur of a deeeiprfull impoſtour. 

4. Thethings objected from the Apoftolicall Churches arc alto- 
gether perſonall,8 accidentall; from which that the churches gather- 
cd of menzand by mcn governed,ſhould be exempred, is raither to be 
delired,then hoped for. Bur tor us,the things which moſt afflict us in 
the Ch.of England,& prefle us inthe reſpect forc-mentioned to a ſc- 
cellion from the {ſame,do concern the verie tnatcriall, & formall con- 
ſtirutivn of rhe miniſteriall church ; rogether with rhe ellcntiall admi- 
niſtration of the Church-policie. And how different theſe things arc, 
whoicerh nor: F 
. «Laſtly,ir is objected,thar in the Ch.-of England lively fairch,& wuc 
pictic are both begotten, and nouriſked , in the hearts of many, by the 

reaching of the guipell there. God forbid , that we ſhould not ac- 
now ledgrhar,& withall, that infinirc thanks for the ſamic arc due to 
Gods great power & goodues, bothin reſpect of our felvs and others: 
Who notwithſtanding rhe great confufion,both of perions,and things 
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| Bi 1 72) | 
chere to befeund, vouchſaferh to his cle fo plentifull grace, coyer- 
ng under the yayl of hjs faperabo r 
ancere fayth in Chriſt Iefus, their ſins 6 


Airhfull perſons may, be. found? how-much more in that of England , 
by 


in whichzhe main reprhs of che gpſpellthe moſt & greateſt crrours of 


© #3 « 


d 
no more exempt from blame our corwptions, the! a irne Gila doth adulterie. v0). 26, 


And here thou baſt{Chriſtiam Reader) the whole order of ur con- 
verfation in the work of Chriſtian religion, ſer down both as breifly, 
and plainly,as I could. If in anie thing we er, adycrtiſe us brotherly, 
Wi of our information, %& nort{as our countrimens manner for 
the moſt part is) with a minde of reproaching us , or gratifying of 0- 
thers : and whom thou findeſt in ercour, thou ſhalt not leave in obſti- 
nacie,nor as having a minde prone to ſchiſm. Erre we may(alalle roo 
eaſily) ; but hercriques (by the grace of God) we will nor be? Bur& 
ifthe things which.we.da, iph..inthine cyes , ( as to us certainly 
they do} I do earneſtly ,g& by the Lord Icfus admoniſh and exhort thy 

ly minde , that thou wilſt neither withould thy due obedience fr6 

is truch ,* nor juſt ſuccour from thy d'ftreſſed brethren, Neither do 

hou indure, that cither the ſmalnes of the number,vur meannes of the 
'ondizipn of thoſe that profelſe ir,ſhouldprejudice with thee the pro. 


Tertul 


Mion of the truth : bur have in mindechar of Tectullian, Do we mea- yup, ,o, 
ſhre mens faith by their perſons , or therr perſons by their faith * asallo are Heret, 
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of Auſtin, Let watter Wei h with matter; and ca 
MIOE with reaſon : þur cl] pecially that of Tr 7 
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14. The faith ih of oe orgs Dark ef Chrift in 

Janes 2,7, it fe Come to palle(whichGod forbiheart c molt 

ſtalled by prqudice;or by proſperitic made Ceorahegs 

&lp ally men of Iearnivg, who will ſo far vbuchſafe to ſtoop, as te 

160k npon nfo def deſpiſed ereaures,atd their cauſe;thisalone renhalne 

thar we pw our Fg & mwuths unto thee'{ o'moſtpowerfull Ly 

& gratious father humbly imploreing help from God ruwards | 

| Avho are by men left deſolate.” There is with thee n& x | 

Tons, neither arc men lefle tegarders of rhee', i _——_ 

the worlds En ri "They who tail fear theey7 ind wet 

rightcouſnes','a Eorfuoacd, ro live by leay in" a foftain ha 

exiled from countrie , ni led of goods, deſtitute of freinds, fols 
number, and mcan in rn EPR arc for all that unto thee (Og 1Out 

Opjabia the leſſeacceprable: Thou numbreftall their wg PS 

urtcſt, their” eats intothy botrels: ' Are' they not written iti "thy 

op Soap ch thee;/ O'Lord;are our eyes ; confirm our hemts, 

bend thine ear; and CA noren Fears hp » Or Our face: to be aſhes 
med, O thou both juſt, and mereifull God. To hiin through G "= 

be praiſe, for ever, inthe Church of Saints; and to 

_ (loving and Chriffjan'Reader); grace; peace 94 by ry 

and ercruall happines. $Y T 

- Amen. DR” oat] 4% 
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